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Grace to Thessalonica

INTRODUCTION

When Paul preached the gospel in the Macedonian port town of Thessalonica, he 
preached with such power and clarity that the people rioted in opposition to the 
truth. It is therefore no surprise that 1 and 2 Thessalonians are rich with the same 
power and clarity of the gospel that Paul had originally preached. In this lecture, Dr. 
Lawson showcases the truth of God’s grace and power in these letters so that we 
might recognize the hope of the epistles to the Thessalonians as our own.  

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Identify key verses in 1 and 2 Thessalonians that teach the doctrines of grace
• Appreciate the robust system of theology found in 2 Thessalonians 2:13–14

KEY IDEAS

• The doctrine of election enlivened the preaching of the Apostle Paul; far from 
undermining the necessity of preaching, the doctrine of election promotes it.

• God’s calling extends beyond conversion, continuing all the way to glory such 
that the certainty of our future glory in heaven rests upon His faithfulness.

• Second Thessalonians 2:13–14 contains nearly an entire systematic theology of 
salvation that underscores the truth of God’s sovereign grace.

• In glory, we will no longer sin or desire to sin, because our fallen nature will be 
destroyed. 



  

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.
• Since the doctrine of election is true, why should you continue to pray, evange-

lize, or participate in missions?

• Why do you long for the return of Christ?

Scripture Reading

We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because your faith 
is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. 
Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your steadfastness 
and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring. This is 
evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the 
kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering.

 —2 Thessalonians 1:3–5

• Why does Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy give thanks for the believers in Thes-
salonica? Why do they boast about them? What is the reason for their boasting 
evidence of?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture. 

1 Thessalonians 0:00–10:21

• What is Paul convinced of concerning the Thessalonians?

• In what way are the doctrines of the perseverance of the saints and limited 
atonement explicitly taught in 1 Thessalonians 1?



      

• What is significant about the tense of the verb “to call” in 1 Thessalonians 2:12?

2 Thessalonians 10:21–22:49

• What does “sanctification” refer to in 2 Thessalonians 2:13? What are two dimen-
sions of this type of sanctification?

• What is important to remember about our faith from the phrase “faith in the 
truth” (NASB) in 2 Thessalonians 2:13?

• What does the phrase “obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thess. 2:14) 
mean?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.
• What two reasons did Dr. Lawson give for why we are to share or preach the 

gospel?

 

• What adjective is used to describe God as “He who calls” at the end of 1 Thessa-
lonians? What doctrine of grace does it support?

 

• As presented in this lecture, what argument is used to navigate Scripture’s clear 
language about election? What is an irrefutable reply to such an argument?



  

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for the Spirit’s continued, sustaining work of salvation in you.
• Confess any doubts you feel about your salvation, remembering that they are 

fundamentally doubts about God’s faithfulness.
• Thank God for setting you apart in Christ and uniting you to a family of believ-

ers—brothers, sisters, fathers, and mothers in the faith.
• Ask God to powerfully work in your sanctification, that you would be quick to 

repent of sin and quick to act for His glory. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 


