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Our Calling & Security

INTRODUCTION

Thus far, Dr. Lawson has demonstrated the doctrines of total depravity, unconditional 
election, and limited atonement from the gospel of John. In this lecture, Dr. Lawson 
will make the case for the doctrines of irresistible grace and the perseverance of the 
saints in John’s gospel, highlighting passages that clearly teach the efficacious minis-
try of the Holy Spirit in making and sustaining believers all the way to the end.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Appreciate the unique emphasis in the gospel of John on the doctrines of grace
• Recognize the significance of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the work of 

conversion
• Discuss the language of Scripture demonstrating the truth of the doctrines of 

irresistible grace and the perseverance of the saints

KEY IDEAS

• The metaphors used in the gospel of John for regeneration and the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit highlight both man’s inability and God’s power.

• The greatest miracle God has ever performed is the miracle of the new birth, 
because in it He works faith in the hearts of rebellious and obstinate unbelievers.

• The doctrine of the perseverance of the saints is taught by the plain meaning 
of the language found in Scripture, such as in the language of “eternal life” and 
“forever.”



      

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.
• In what sense does each person of the Trinity play a unique role in our salvation?

• Can you think of a unique analogy to describe the work of regeneration?

• How is the concept of salvation itself an argument for the doctrine of the perse-
verance of the saints?

Scripture Reading

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against 
it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
“Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to 
her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” So they 
took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that 
you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the 
people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said 
these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” The man who had died 
came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

 —John 11:38–44

• Does the raising of Lazarus provide an illustration of regeneration? How so? 
What is remarkable about Jesus’ prayer?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Analogies of Grace 0:00–10:41

• Why is the analogy of birth an effective way of communicating the truth of effec-
tual calling?



  

• Why is the analogy of wind an effective way of communicating the truth of effec-
tual calling?

The Meaning of Words 10:41–24:45

• What is another translation of the verb “to draw” in John 6:44? 

• What also can be said of all those who are drawn to Christ by the Father?

• In what two ways should we understand the meaning of “eternal life”?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.
• What examples did Dr. Lawson give to describe the effectual nature of the verb 

“to draw” from John 6:44? There were two examples from John 21 and Acts 16. 
Describe what is happening in these scenes.

 

• Do you agree with Dr. Lawson’s statement that the new birth is the greatest 
miracle God ever performs? Why or why not?

 

• What were some of the phrases that Dr. Lawson emphasized to show how the 
doctrine of the perseverance of the saints is taught in Scripture by the plain 
meaning of words? Which of these phrases do you find most compelling?



      

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

            

             
               
                

     
             

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer.

• Praise God for the clarity of His Word regarding the doctrines of grace.
• Confess your lack of initiative to tell others about the necessity of the new birth.
• Thank God that He has given you the privilege to tell people about the only way
 of salvation in Jesus Christ.
• Ask God to empower you with His Spirit to share this good news.


