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The Love of God in Christ 

INTRODUCTION

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 is the most well-known verse in the 
entire Bible, and for good reason. It clearly communicates the love that God has for 
us in Christ. In this lecture, Dr. Lawson studies the doctrine of limited atonement in 
the gospel of John, presenting the unique interpretive challenges of John’s vocabulary 
alongside the undeniable case for the particular nature of the atonement in his gospel.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Navigate the interpretive challenges in the gospel of John
• Argue for the doctrine of limited atonement based on Christ’s own teaching

KEY IDEAS

• The word world is used in ten different ways in the gospel of John.
• As with the word world, the word all must be understood by its use throughout 

the Bible, in which it does not always designate all things or all people without 
exception. 

• The Father’s intention in sending His Son into the world to save the elect corre-
lates to the extent of the atonement as only for the elect.

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.



      

• How do you determine the meaning of a word?

• Why is the doctrine of limited atonement controversial?

• People who believe in the doctrines of grace yet reject the doctrine of limited 
atonement are commonly called “four-point Calvinists.” Is such a position con-
sistent on limited atonement consistent with the doctrines of grace as a whole?

Scripture Reading

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.

 —John 3:16–18

• What language from this passage is potentially problematic for a case for the 
doctrine of limited atonement in the gospel of John?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Vocabulary in John 0:00–9:51

• What is a common misconception about the meaning of the word “world” in 
John 3:16?

• How many different ways is the word world used in the gospel of John?

• What two ways can the word all be understood in the Bible?

The Extent of the Atonement 9:51–24:11

• What does Jesus stress in the good shepherd discourse as to why He is the Good 
Shepherd?



         

• What part of the good shepherd discourse teaches the connection between the 
intent and the extent of the atonement?

• What two groups are identified in Jesus’ opening words of the High Priestly 
Prayer?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.
• What are the ways that the word world is used in the gospel of John?

 

• John 12:32 reads, “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people 
to myself.” If someone does not make a distinction in the way the word “all” is 
used in verses like this in the Bible, what might he or she believe the Bible is 
teaching?

 

• Throughout this lecture, Dr. Lawson exalted the Lord Jesus Christ as the Good 
Shepherd. Although it can never be possible, what did Dr. Lawson say would 
make Jesus a bad shepherd?

 



      

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for His love for you in Christ, who died to save the elect. 
• Confess your failure to study the Word of God as carefully as you ought.
• Thank God that, that in His wisdom, the atonement didn’t make salvation merely 

possible, but achieved exactly what God intended as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
• Ask God for an opportunity to share the good news of what Christ’s obedience 

and death accomplished with someone who has never heard it before. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 


