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God’s Grace in the Synoptics

INTRODUCTION

Just as we encounter man’s sin in the Synoptic Gospels, so too we can expect to 
encounter an abundance of God’s grace. The reason for this is simple: the Gospels 
tell us who Jesus is and what He has done on the behalf of unworthy sinners. In this 
lecture, Dr. Lawson surveys the doctrines of grace in the Synoptic Gospels with a 
continued focus on the gospel of Matthew.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Explain the necessary relationship between the preaching of the Word and the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit in applying it to the heart

• Describe how a Christian should rightly respond to the truths of election
• Identify where the definite nature of Christ’s atonement is taught in the 

Synoptics

KEY IDEAS

• No one will be saved apart from hearing the Word of God and being effectually 
called by God.

• We should be overwhelmed in every moment of our Christian life because of the 
nature of God’s mercy and free grace in election.

• Words like “many” and “few” in Jesus’ teaching about the doctrines of grace 
show how the work of salvation is particular in nature.



  

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think? 

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.
• How did you become a Christian? What means did God use?

• What feelings does the doctrine of election evoke in you?

Scripture Reading

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. And Jesus came 
and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go there-
fore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

—Matthew 28:16–20

• What confidence does this passage give us that God will save His elect from 
every nation?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Called and Chosen 0:00–11:38

• What are the two different calls that Dr. Lawson describes?

• How does Dr. Lawson explain what “few” means in Matthew 22:14? 

• Jesus said, concerning His life, “I have authority to lay it down.” What is the sig-
nificance of this statement?



      

Called and Preserved 11:38–24:36 

• “I thank you, Father, . . . that you have hidden these things.” What is Jesus refer-
ring to when He says, “these things”? What doctrine of grace is necessitated by 
the idea of hiddenness?

• What is the mark of the elect? 

• Does Dr. Lawson define perseverance in terms of man’s work or God’s work?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.
• How does Dr. Lawson visually describe the relationship between the few and the 

many? How is this significant for your understanding of the role of preaching? 

 

• What should we do and feel in response to God’s electing grace?

 

• Read Matthew 11:27–28. What is significant about the fact that these two verses 
are connected to one another?

 



  

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for revealing Himself in His Word and in His Son Jesus Christ. 
• Confess your neglect of the means of grace God has given you in the church.
• Thank God for His church and the message of salvation faithfully proclaimed.
• Ask God to your increase your knowledge of and thankfulness toward Him. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 


