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Grace throughout the Ages

INTRODUCTION

God’s grace extends triumphantly throughout the ages, calling men and women to 
believe the gospel and, when they do, bringing them all the way to glory. In this lec-
ture, Dr. Lawson continues his introduction to the doctrines of grace in the New 
Testament with five additional characteristics of the doctrines of grace, exploring 
such concepts as man’s responsibility and God’s faithfulness to the church through-
out all of history.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Understand the importance of man’s responsibility to the gospel
• Name men who have faithfully taught the doctrines of grace in church history
• Explain five primary characteristics of the doctrines of grace

KEY IDEAS

• The doctrines of grace do not in any way alleviate man’s responsibility to believe 
or share the gospel.

• The doctrines of grace have been taught by faithful men throughout the history 
of the church because they are the doctrines of the Bible.

• The doctrines of grace protect the church from false doctrine and communicate 
the triumph of the gospel and the certainty of glorification for all who believe.



  

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.
• Since God is sovereign, is man responsible for his actions? How do you know?

• Do you have a heart for those who have not yet come to know Christ?

• Throughout history, who are some men who have taught the doctrines of grace?

Scripture Reading

So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about 
three thousand souls. And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fel-
lowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and 
many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed 
were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and 
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attend-
ing the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with 
glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

—Acts 2:41–47

• What behaviors characterized those who were saved in this passage? Who is 
credited with their salvation?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Sovereignty and Responsibility 0:00–7:55

• What does Dr. Lawson mean when describing the doctrines of grace as “person-
ally demanding”?

• What is the dilemma created by man’s responsibility to believe the gospel and 
the doctrine of total depravity?



       

• If an unbeliever is accountable for unbelief, then what is a Christian’s 
responsibility?

God’s Faithfulness in History 7:55–24:37

• Who are some people who have faithfully taught the doctrines of grace in the 
history of the church? List some names from the following historical groups:

Church fathers: 

Reformers:

Puritans:

• Why does the church need the doctrines of grace in every generation?

• Why does Dr. Lawson describe the doctrines of grace as “gloriously triumphant”?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.
• How are the doctrines able to give someone confidence when sharing the gospel? 

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss what they think about evan-
gelism, how they understand it as their responsibility, and how they feel when 
doing it. Has anyone found something particularly helpful when sharing the 
gospel?

• In this lecture, Dr. Lawson named a considerable number of people who have 
faithfully taught the doctrines of grace throughout the history of the church. 
Which names did you recognize? Were any of these personal heroes? Were any 
of these surprising?



  

 

 

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for His purposes in redemption and His strength to bring it about. 
• Confess your temptation to excuse and your failure to take responsibility for your 

sins.
• Thank God for the men who have taught the doctrines of grace through the ages.
• Ask God to increase your sense of urgency to share the gospel with others.

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

• In this lecture, Dr. Lawson quoted Dr. John MacArthur, who said, “If you’re
 not Reformed, you’re irrelevant.” Why is Dr. MacArthur able to make such a
 statement?


