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The Long Line Continues

INTRODUCTION

The absolute uniformity of the doctrines of grace in the Old Testament carries over 
with an equal uniformity to the New Testament. The reason for this consistency is 
that the doctrines of grace did not originate with man. They are God’s doctrines. In 
this lesson, Dr. Lawson introduces this study of the doctrines of grace in the New 
Testament by providing an overview of five primary characteristics of the doctrines 
of grace.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Understand the origins of the doctrines of grace
• Name the doctrines of grace and summarize their theology
• Identify five primary characteristics of the doctrines of grace

KEY IDEAS

• Without exception, all the biblical authors in the Old Testament and New Testa-
ments taught the doctrines of grace—there are no contradictions in the theology 
of the Bible.

• The doctrines of grace are biblical, clear, precise, Trinitarian, and 
counterintuitive.

• The five doctrines of grace are taught in the New Testament with such doctrinal 
precision that there is no room for compromising a single one of them.



      

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.
• Who are some people in the New Testament who continue the long line of godly 

men from the Old Testament?

• Imagine you were able to create your own religion. Would it have anything like 
the doctrines of grace in it? Why or why not?

Scripture Reading

You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my 
patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions and sufferings that happened to 
me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions I endured; yet from them 
all the Lord rescued me. Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will 
be persecuted, while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiv-
ing and being deceived. But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have 
firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have 
been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

 —2 Timothy 3:10–17

• What were sacred writings with which Timothy was acquainted from his child-
hood? What are they able to do?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Biblical and Clear 0:00–8:38

• Why does Dr. Lawson prefer the phrase “the doctrines of grace” over the phrase 
“the five points of Calvinism”?



  

• Upon what are the doctrines of grace ultimately founded?

• What are some adjectives that Dr. Lawson uses to describe the clarity with 
which the doctrines of grace are taught in the Bible?

Precise, Trinitarian, and Counterintuitive 8:38–24:20

• Using the acronym TULIP, what are the five doctrines of grace?

• In terms of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who is involved in our salvation?

• What does Dr. Lawson mean by saying that the doctrines of grace are 
“counterintuitive”?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.
• Which of the five doctrines of grace do you struggle with or have struggled with 

the most? Why? In your answer, define the doctrine.

 

• All of the members of the Trinity are at work for our salvation, yet how may we 
categorize the primary work of the each of the members of the Trinity?

 

• How do our natural minds distort the various doctrines of grace?



      

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer.

• Praise God for the logical consistency of the doctrines of grace.
• Confess any inordinate desire to search into the secret things of God.
• Thank God for revealing Himself as a Trinity in the work of salvation.
• Ask God to work against your natural reasoning about the doctrines of grace.


