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Introduction

The doctrines of grace are not a sixteenth-century invention. They are God’s doc-
trines, revealed in His Word, rooted in eternity past, and accomplished in history. It 
is therefore no surprise that a long line of godly men can be traced throughout the 
Old and New Testaments, all of whom proclaim the truth of God’s sovereign grace 
in salvation. In this two-part series, Dr. Steven J. Lawson surveys the entire Bible to 
demonstrate that salvation is the work of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit from begin-
ning to end. 

This study guide is a companion to the video teaching series. Whether you are 
using the DVDs, streaming the videos on Ligonier.org, or going through the course in 
Ligonier Connect, this resource is designed to help you make the most of the learn-
ing experience. For each message in the series, there is a corresponding lesson in this 
guide. Here is what you will find in each lesson:

INTRODUCTION

The introduction is a brief paragraph that summarizes the content cov-
ered in the lecture and considered in the study guide lesson.

How to use: Use the introduction to each lesson to get a sense of the big 
picture before watching the video. Refer to these statements as you work 
through the study guide to remind you of what have already covered and 
where you are headed.

LEARNING 
GOALS

The learning goals are the knowledge and skills the study guide lesson 
will endeavor to equip you with as you work through the lecture content.

How to use: Familiarize yourself with the goals of each lesson before 
engaging with its contents. Keeping the overall purpose in mind as you 
watch each video and reflect on or discuss the questions will help you get 
the most out of each lesson.

KEY IDEAS

The key ideas are the major points or takeaways from the lecture.

How to use: Use these ideas to prepare yourself for each lesson and to 
review previous lessons. They describe specifically the knowledge each 
lecture is communicating.
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REFLECTION 
& DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS

The questions are the guided reflection and/or discussion component of 
the lesson that are intended to help you prepare for, process, and organize 
what you are learning.

How to use: Reflect on individually or discuss in a group the questions in 
the order in which they appear in the lesson. The timestamps in the right 
margin indicate where the answers to questions during the video can be 
found.

PRAYER

The prayer section offers suggestions for how to close the lesson in prayer 
with respect to what was taught in the lecture.

How to use: Consider using each lesson’s prayer section as a guide to 
personal or group prayer. These sections follow the ACTS prayer model, 
which you can learn more about in R.C. Sproul’s Crucial Questions book-
let Does Prayer Change Things? This helpful guide is available as a free 
e-book at Ligonier.org.

REVIEW QUIZ

The review quiz is a set of six multiple-choice questions that appear at the 
end of each lesson.

How to use: Use each quiz to check your comprehension and memory of 
the major points covered in each lecture. It will be most beneficial to your 
learning if you take a lesson’s quiz either sometime between lessons or 
just before you begin the next lesson in the study guide.

ANSWER KEY

The answer key provides explanations for the reflection and discussion 
questions and answers to the multiple-choice questions in the review 
quiz.

How to use: Use the answer key to check your own answers or when you 
do not know the answer. Note: Do not give in too quickly; struggling for a 
few moments to recall an answer reinforces it in your mind.
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Study Schedules

The following table suggests four plans for working through the Foundations of Grace: Old 
Testament video teaching series and this companion study guide. Whether you are going 
through this series on your own or with a group, these schedules should help you plan your 
study path. 

Extended
16-Week Plan

Standard
14-Week Plan

Abbreviated
8-Week Plan

Intensive
6-Week Plan

Week Lesson
1 * 1 1 1–2

2 1 2 2 & 3 3–5

3 2 3 4 & 5 6–7

4 3 4 6 & 7 8–9

5 4 5 8 & 9 10–12

6 5 6 10 & 11 13–14
7 6 7 12 & 13
8 7 8 14
9 8 9
10 9 10
11 10 11
12 11 12
13 12 13
14 13 14
15 14
16 *

* For these weeks, rather than completing lessons, spend your time discussing and praying 
about your learning goals for the study (the first week) and the most valuable takeaways 
from the study (the last week). 



6

1

A Long Line of Godly Men

INTRODUCTION

Throughout history, there has existed a long line of godly men who have taught the 
doctrines of grace with one voice. These men were able to speak with one voice 
because they did not invent or create the doctrines of grace but only remained faith-
ful to the teachings of Scripture. In this lesson, Dr. Lawson provides a panoramic 
view of the doctrines of grace as consistently taught throughout Scripture, from the 
Old Testament to the New.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Name and categorize the five doctrines of grace
• Recognize the doctrines of grace in the overarching narrative of Scripture

KEY IDEAS

• The doctrines of grace are five theological statements about how God saves 
sinners.

• There is a perfect continuity regarding the doctrines of grace in the Old Testa-
ment and the New Testament, a continuity that also extends throughout church 
history.

• The doctrines of grace are the doxological paradigm through which we rightly 
see our salvation and rightly worship God in humility and truth.
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.

• Why are you undertaking this study of the doctrines of grace in the Old 
Testament?

• How familiar are you with the doctrines of grace? Can you name them? Have you 
ever struggled with believing them? 

Scripture Reading

“You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “and my servant whom I have chosen, that 
you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. Before me no god was 
formed, nor shall there be any after me. I, I am the Lord, and besides me there is no 
savior. I declared and saved and proclaimed, when there was no strange god among you; 
and you are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “and I am God. Also henceforth I am he; 
there is none who can deliver from my hand; I work, and who can turn it back?”

 —Isaiah 43:10–13

• What does this passage reveal about the nature and actions of God as a Savior?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Only One Gospel  0:00–10:02

• How were people saved in the Old Testament?

• What three words are a succinct summary of the doctrines of grace?

• What is God saving us from by His sovereign grace?
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All Glory to God  10:02–23:23

• Where do the doctrines of grace find their origin and their consummation?

• How do the doctrines of grace humble us?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.

• List the doctrines of grace using the popular acronym TULIP. What were some 
of the other phrases that Dr. Lawson used to describe these doctrines? 

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss why some the alternative phrases 
to the popular acronym TULIP can be helpful in describing the doctrines of 
grace.

• How can the doctrines of grace be categorized in terms of their relationship to 
man and to the Trinity?

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss the idea that a person must either 
accept or reject all five of doctrines of grace. How does the way someone views 
one of the doctrines influence how they view the others? Consider questions 
like this: If someone were to reject the doctrine of unconditional election, how 
would he think of irresistible grace or perseverance of the saints? 

• In this lecture, two illustrations were used to describe the doctrines of grace as a 
linked chain and as a teeter-totter, or a seesaw, on a playground. What truths do 
these two illustrations teach us about the doctrines of grace?

 
If you are in a group, have each member discuss Dr. Lawson’s varied description 
of the doctrines of grace as pride-crushing, life-giving, joy-producing, soul-hum-
bling, knee-bending, and jaw-dropping. How do the doctrines of grace make you 
feel? Why?
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PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for the majesty of His unfailing love displayed in the doctrines of grace.
• Confess the infrequency of your praise to God for fully securing your salvation.
• Thank God for His perfect work as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in saving you.
• Ask God to answer any difficult questions you have about the doctrines of grace.

REVIEW QUIZ

Use these multiple-choice questions to measure what you learned from this lesson.

1. Which of the following statements best summarizes the origins of the doctrines 
of grace?
a. The doctrines of grace were developed by Augustine.
b. The doctrines of grace began as a response to the Remonstrants. 
c. The doctrines of grace appeared with the first advent of Christ.
d. The doctrines of grace are rooted in eternity past.

2. What other word, besides total, was used to describe the extent of our depravity? 
a. Effectual
b. Radical
c. Definite
d. Sovereign

3. Which of the following doctrines of grace primarily deals with man? 
a. Total depravity
b. Irresistible grace
c. Limited atonement
d. Unconditional election

4. How does Dr. Lawson define the verb save in this lecture?
a. To heal or restore purity
b. To set free from temptation
c. To deliver from destruction
d. To maintain or preserve life

5. The doctrines of grace fundamentally teach how God has made salvation 
possible.
a. True
b. False

6. Which theologian used the illustration of a teeter-totter to stress the importance 
of the doctrines of grace?
a. C.S. Lewis
b. John Calvin
c. Martin Luther
d. James Montgomery Boice
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

These are personal questions. The answers should be based on your own knowledge and 
experience.

Scripture Reading

• What does this passage reveal about the nature and actions of God as a Savior?

This passage reveals that God is a Savior, and furthermore, that there never has 
been nor will there ever be one besides Him. This passage describes His actions 
as Savior in vivid language. It is God who has chosen, declared, proclaimed, and 
saved; each of these actions are directly connected to His identity as God, and He 
cannot be opposed.

During the Video

Only One Gospel

• How were people saved in the Old Testament?

People were saved in the Old Testament in the same way set forth in the New Tes-
tament: by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. The gospel of Jesus 
Christ remains the same whether we refer to it in terms of the Old Testament or the 
New Testament. 

• What three words are a succinct summary of the doctrines of grace?

Dr. Lawson has provided a succinct three-word summary by which to think about 
the doctrines of grace comprehensively: God saves sinners. These three words are 
all you need to know to affirm the doctrines of grace in their totality.

• What is God saving us from by His sovereign grace?

As defined by Dr. Lawson, God saves us from destruction and rescues us from eter-
nal ruin. Ultimately, God saves us from Himself. Because all have fallen short of the 
glory of God and the wages of sin are death, God saves us from the deserved wrath 
to come and rescues us from the final judgment that would led us to eternal hell 
(Rom. 3:23; 6:23).

All Glory to God

• Where do the doctrines of grace find their origin and their consummation?
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The doctrines of grace do not find their origin in church history or even in the Bible; 
they find their origin in eternity past, with God Himself, spanning the entirety of 
time. We see this in God’s foreknowledge and predestination and in what will be 
our glorification, in which the doctrines of grace find their full consummation in 
eternity future.

• How do the doctrines of grace humble us?

The doctrines of grace humble us by putting God in His rightful place. They help 
us to see our salvation rightly as the sole work of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Because of this, the doctrines of grace bring us to our knees in humility, with grateful 
and thankful hearts, totally dependent on God for His work of salvation in our lives.

After the Video

• List the doctrines of grace using the popular acronym TULIP. What were some 
of the other phrases that Dr. Lawson used to describe these doctrines?

The doctrines of grace are often memorized using the popular acronym TULIP, 
which stands for total depravity, unconditional election, limited atonement, irre-
sistible grace, and perseverance of the saints. Dr. Lawson also used these phrases to 
alternatively describe the doctrines of grace: radical corruption, sovereign election, 
definite atonement, effectual calling, and preserving grace.

• How can the doctrines of grace be categorized in terms of their relationship to 
man and to the Trinity?

Of the five doctrines of grace, the first primarily deals with man, describing the 
state of man in sin. The other four focuses on the work of God—Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. The Father elects us, the Son atones for us, the Spirit calls us, and all 
three work together to preserve us.

• In this lecture, two illustrations were used to describe the doctrines of grace as a 
linked chain and as a teeter-totter, or a seesaw, on a playground. What truths do 
these two illustrations teach us about the doctrines of grace?

The illustration of a linked chain teaches us the truth that the doctrines of grace 
cannot be separated; they are joined together in such a way that rejecting one of the 
them means rejecting them all. The illustration of the teeter-totter teaches us how 
the doctrines of grace help us esteem God rightly in His work for our salvation. As 
with a teeter-totter, if God is lifted up, then we look up to Him, giving Him all the 
glory for our salvation.

REVIEW QUIZ

Lesson 1

1. D. 
Although the doctrines of grace were an important part in developing the five points 
of Calvinism in response to the Arminian doctrines of the Remonstrants, they did 
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not begin there, or with Augustine, for that matter. The doctrines of grace are found 
throughout the Old and New Testaments precisely because they are God’s doctrines, 
rooted in eternity past.

2. B. 
Another term commonly used to describe the extent of our depravity is radical. You 
hear this term being used in the phrase radical corruption, which is synonymous 
with the phrase total depravity.

3. A. 
Total depravity is the doctrine of grace that primarily deals with man, as it 
describes man in his state of sin. The other four doctrines of grace, while certainly 
concerned with man, primarily deal with God’s work as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
in saving a people for Himself.

4. C. 
While all of these relate to salvation to some degree, Dr. Lawson used a particular 
definition for the verb “save” in this lecture, namely, “to be delivered from destruc-
tion” or “to be rescued from ruin.” This definition truly captures the sense that, 
when God saves us, He saves us from His coming wrath—destruction and ruin 
apart from His saving love in Christ.

5. B. 
In a very real sense, God has made salvation possible through His sovereign will, 
but Dr. Lawson explicitly stated that the doctrines of grace teach that “God does not 
merely make salvation possible.” Rather, the doctrines of grace teach that God actu-
ally saves and that He does so from start to finish.

6. D. 
James Montgomery Boice used the illustration of a teeter-totter as a way to stress 
the importance of the doctrines of grace. This illustration shows how our view of 
salvation positions ourselves in relation to God. If we view salvation as something 
we accomplish, then we exalt ourselves over God. On the other hand, if we view 
salvation as something God accomplishes, then we exalt Him.
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2

Creation & Fall

INTRODUCTION

The doctrines of grace are introduced in the opening scenes of the Bible. In telling 
of the events from the creation of all things to the fall of man, these chapters display 
God’s sovereign power and mercy. In this lesson, we will begin to trace the doctrines 
of grace through the Old Testament, beginning with the first book of Moses, as Dr. 
Lawson unfolds the revelation of the doctrines of grace in Genesis 1–3.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Explain where the doctrines of grace can be found in the opening chapters of 
Genesis

• Identify which of the doctrines of grace are primarily stressed in Genesis 1–3

KEY IDEAS

• The doctrines of grace are taught progressively throughout Scripture and can 
therefore be found in seed form in the biblical account of creation and fall.

• There are two doctrines of grace particularly stressed in the opening chapters of 
Genesis.

• The first three chapters of Genesis are the seedbed of all doctrine, to such an 
extent that what one believes about Genesis 1–3 will determine how one inter-
prets the entire Bible.

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.



14  Foundations of Grace - Old Testament

• Where might the doctrines of grace first appear in the Bible? Be specific.

• Does the Christian doctrine of creation in any way relate to the Christian doc-
trine of salvation? Why or why not?

Scripture Reading

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 
And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the 
garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 
that you eat of it you shall surely die.” . . . But the serpent said to the woman, “You will 
not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

—Genesis 2:15–17; 3:4–5

• What did God warn Adam would happen if he should eat from the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil? How did the serpent contradict this? 

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

In the Beginning 0:00–11:23

• Why does the long line of godly men found throughout the Bible begin with 
Moses?

• What does the creation of the world provide a picture of in the Christian life?  

In the Garden 11:23–23:49

• Since Adam continues to live after eating from the Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil, how is it that God’s warning to Adam was brought to pass?

• What was the result of Adam’s sin?
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• Why did God ask Adam and Eve “Where are you?” in the garden?

• Where is the idea of atonement first found in the garden?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.

• What must we keep in mind about the way God reveals Himself in Scripture as 
we study the Bible? What example or illustration did Dr. Lawson use to demon-
strate this concept? 

If you are in a group, have the members discuss some other biblical examples or 
possible illustrations that demonstrate how God reveals Himself in Scripture.

• Imagine you have an opportunity to share your faith with someone. How could 
you use the creation of the world to talk about the way God saves sinners? 

 
If you are in a group, read Genesis 1. After each day of creation, have the mem-
bers identify which doctrine of grace is on display in the manner in which God 
created.

• What did Adam and Eve do after they sinned against God? Why is this 
significant?

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss why it is that our interpretation 
of Genesis 1–3 will influence the way we interpret the rest of the Bible. As an 
example, how would someone think about conversion if they denied the effects 
of Adam’s sin?

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for His sovereign power in creating you and all things.
• Confess your daily resemblance in sin to your first parents, Adam and Eve.
• Thank God for His patience and His promise of salvation extended in the garden.
• Ask God to help you see your sin in the same way that He sees your sin.
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REVIEW QUIZ

Use these multiple-choice questions to measure what you learned from this lesson.

1. What adjective best describes the nature of revelation in Scripture?
a. Direct
b. General
c. Immediate
d. Progressive

2. When did Moses write the book of Genesis?
a. During his slavery in Egypt
b. During his sojourn in Midian
c. During his wilderness wanderings
d. During his education by Egyptians

3. Which attribute of God serves as the foundation of the doctrines of grace?
a. Aseity
b. Wisdom
c. Sovereignty
d. Omnipotence

4. Which two doctrines of grace are especially stressed in the opening chapters of 
Genesis? 
a. Radical corruption and sovereign election
b. Sovereign election and definite atonement
c. Definite atonement and effectual calling
d. Effectual calling and radical corruption

5. All people die because they must account for their individual sins.
a. True
b. False

6. In what context do we hear the first gospel in the first three chapters of Genesis?
a. In the creation of the world
b. In the creation of the man and the woman
c. In the curse of the serpent after the fall in the garden
d. In the clothing of the man and the woman with animal skins
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

These are personal questions. The answers should be based on your own knowledge and 
experience.

Scripture Reading

• What did God warn Adam would happen if he should eat from the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil? How did the serpent contradict this? 

God warned Adam that if he were to eat from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 
Evil, he would surely die, even in the very day that he ate from it. The serpent con-
tradicted God’s warning by denying it outright to Eve, instead claiming that God 
was actually withholding something from them by forbidding them to eat of the 
tree. 

During the Video

In the Beginning

• Why does the long line of godly men found throughout the Bible begin with 
Moses?

The long line of godly men in the Bible begins with Moses because he wrote the first 
five books of the Bible—Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. 
These books are commonly known as the Pentateuch. 

• What does the creation of the world provide a picture of in the Christian life?  

The creation of the world provides a picture of the new birth in which we all begin 
our Christian life. Dr. Lawson stated, “The physical creation is always but a picture 
of a far greater creation—of the spiritual, new creation that God will bring about in 
the lives of those who He will bring into His kingdom.”

In the Garden

• Since Adam continues to live after eating from the Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil, how is it that God’s warning to Adam was brought to pass?

God warned Adam that he would die the very day that he ate from the fruit of the 
Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. On the day that Adam ate of the forbidden 
fruit, Adam did die, but he died spiritually, though he continued to live physically. 
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• What was the result of Adam’s sin?

Adam’s sin meant not only his death and alienation from God, but also our death 
and alienation from God. Romans 5:12 teaches us that sin and death entered the 
world through Adam. Romans 5:16 further teaches us that his sin was imputed to 
us all, that judgment followed his one transgression.

• Why did God ask Adam and Eve “Where are you?” in the garden?

The reason why God asks Adam and Eve “Where are you?” in the garden is cer-
tainly not because God did not know where they were or that they had eaten from 
the forbidden tree. Rather, God asks this question to elicit a confession from them, 
so that they would acknowledge that they were hiding from Him. 

• Where is the idea of atonement first found in the garden?

The idea of the atonement is first found in the garden after the fall in what is known 
as the protoeuangelion or “first gospel.” This is found in Genesis 3:15 in the curse 
of the serpent when God declared to him, “I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise his heel.”

After the Video

• What must we keep in mind about the way God reveals Himself in Scripture as 
we study the Bible? What example or illustration did Dr. Lawson use to demon-
strate this concept?

As we study the Bible, we must keep in mind that God reveals Himself progres-
sively. This is the concept of progressive revelation. Dr. Lawson used the Trinity as 
an example to demonstrate progressive revelation, and he illustrated it by having 
us imagine a light with a dimmer switch made to shine brighter and brighter. 

• Imagine you have an opportunity to share your faith with someone. How could 
you use the creation of the world to talk about the way God saves sinners?  

The answer to this question should employ what you have learned from this lecture 
about how the doctrines of grace are pictured in the creation of all things. On dif-
ferent days of creation, the doctrines of grace are pictured for us in unique ways. On 
the first day, for instance, the creation of light in darkness is a picture of the dark-
ness of total depravity and the light of effectual calling or irresistible grace. The 
first day of creation could be used to tell someone about how people are dead in sin 
and cannot come to God apart from His grace. The other days of creation provide 
similar illustrations.

• What did Adam and Eve do after they sinned against God? Why is this significant?

After Adam and Eve sinned against God, they hid from Him. This is significant 
because it demonstrates man’s natural state in sin. In sin, man runs from God. 
Therefore, God must seek and pursue us, not the other way around. The fact that 
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Adam and Eve hid from God illustrates for us various doctrines of grace, such as 
depravity and election.

REVIEW QUIZ

Lesson 2

1. D. 
“Progressive” is the adjective that best describes the nature of revelation in Scrip-
ture. God reveals Himself in Scripture progressively. Dr. Lawson used God’s 
revelation of His eternal being as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as an example of this 
in Scripture. 

2. C. 
Moses wrote the book of Genesis during the wilderness wanderings of the people of 
Israel before they entered the Promised Land, more than 1,400 years before the first 
advent of Christ. Dr. Lawson noted that, despite Moses’ Egyptian education, the 
theology of Genesis points to the book’s being a pure, supernatural revelation from 
God.

3. C. 
While God’s attributes are impossible to isolate and divide from one another, we can 
distinguish between them to see how the sovereignty of God serves as the founda-
tion for the doctrines of grace, which involve God’s bringing about the pleasure of 
His will in our salvation.

4. D. 
In the opening chapters of Genesis, radical corruption and effectual calling are the 
two doctrines of grace that are particularly stressed. They can be seen in the various 
days of creation—especially in the creation of light on the first day. Radical corrup-
tion can be particularly seen in the devastating effects of sin in the fall. While other 
doctrines of grace are hinted at, these two are most prominent.

5. B. 
All people die because of Adam’s sin. When Adam sinned, his sin was imputed to 
us because he was our representative, and it was through Adam’s sin that death 
entered the world (Rom. 5:12, 16). The good news is that we also have a representa-
tive in Christ, in whom we may be declared righteous.

6. C. 
We first hear the first gospel in Genesis 3:15 when God cursed the serpent after 
the fall. It is here where we see God’s promise that the seed of the woman would 
crush the head of the serpent, while at the same time the serpent would bruise His 
heel. Genesis 3:15 gives us a glimpse at the atonement that would be accomplished 
through Christ’s person and work.
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3

The Book of Beginnings

INTRODUCTION

The doctrines of grace can be traced in Scripture all the way back to the book of 
beginnings. In the previous lecture, Dr. Lawson surveyed the doctrines of grace in 
the account of the creation and fall in Genesis. In this lecture, Dr. Lawson will trace 
the doctrines of grace throughout the rest of the book to demonstrate how these doc-
trines form the theological foundations of all of Scripture.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:
• Recognize the emphasis placed on total depravity in the book of Genesis
• Identify which doctrines of grace are clearly seen or faintly foreshadowed in 

Genesis
• Locate where the doctrines of grace can be found in historical accounts of 

Genesis

KEY IDEAS

• The sovereignty of God is the foundation on which the doctrines of grace stand.
• The book of Genesis contains striking condemnations of the intentions of man’s 

heart, which underscores the inward reality of sin and the divine inspiration of 
Scripture.

• The emphasis placed on total depravity in the book of Genesis teaches us why 
the doctrine of election can be considered the most glorious doctrine of the 
Bible.
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.

• What are your favorite stories in the book of Genesis? Why?

• How would you evaluate the problem of sin? Is it a problem of our actions, our 
thoughts, or our hearts?

Scripture Reading

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph 
will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” So they sent a message to 
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died: ‘Say to Joseph, “Please 
forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.”’ 
And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” 
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. His brothers also came and fell down before him 
and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am 
I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, 
to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. So do not fear; 
I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to 
them.

—Genesis 50:15–21

• What doctrine does this passage primarily teach us?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Man’s Sin 0:00–11:05

• What is conveyed by the language of Seth’s being in Adam’s likeness and image?

• What did Dr. Lawson provide as the reason why Cain’s offering was rejected?  
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• How does the assessment of man in Genesis 6:5 point to the inspiration of the Bible?

God’s Salvation 11:05–25:00

• How can Abram be used as an example of the doctrine of election in Genesis?

• What are some examples in Genesis where definite atonement is foreshadowed?

• Where is the doctrine of preserving grace found in God’s covenant with Abraham?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.

• Why is the phrase “every intention of the thoughts of his heart” theologically 
important? What does it teach us about the nature of sin?

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss total depravity. What does it 
mean? What misconception do people commonly have about total depravity? Is 
the doctrine of total depravity affirmed in Genesis after the fall? How so?

• If the intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth, then how can anyone ever 
enter the kingdom of God?

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss whether their conversions affirm 
such doctrines of grace as total depravity or irresistible grace.

• What were the two most convincing illustrations from Genesis for any particular 
doctrine of grace? Overall, which doctrine of grace do you consider to be most 
apparent in Genesis?

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss what they considered to be the 
two most convincing illustrations from Genesis for any particular doctrine of 
grace and which doctrine of grace they consider to be most apparent in Genesis.
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PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for His loving patience with mankind and His desire to save us.
• Confess which intentions of your heart are out of conformity with God’s law.
• Thank God for giving you a heart of flesh in place of a heart of stone.
• Ask God to keep your eyes fixed on Him throughout all your days.

REVIEW QUIZ

Use these multiple-choice questions to measure what you learned from this lesson.

1. The Bible states that Adam fathered a son “in his likeness, after his image” (Gen. 
5:3). What doctrine of grace is connected to this statement?
a. Perseverance of the saints
b. Unconditional election
c. Limited atonement
d. Total depravity

2. How does the Bible qualify the line “For the intent of man’s heart is evil . . . ” ?
a. “from his mother’s womb”
b. “from Adam’s sin”
c. “from his youth”
d. “from the fall”

3. What is most surprising about the fact that God chose Jacob over Esau?
a. Jacob deceived Isaac.
b. Esau was the firstborn.
c. Jacob was favored by Rebekah.
d. Esau despised his birthright.

4. Which of the doctrines of grace is only faintly seen in the book of Genesis?
a. Radical corruption
b. Sovereign election
c. Definite atonement 
d. Effectual calling

5. Sin needs to be addressed externally because it is a fundamentally external 
problem.
a. True
b. False

6. Whom does Paul use to illustrate of the doctrine of justification in the book of 
Romans?
a. Cain and Abel
b. Jacob and Esau
c. Moses and Pharaoh 
d. Abraham and David
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

These are personal questions. The answers should be based on your own knowledge and 
experience.

Scripture Reading

• What doctrine does this passage primarily teach us?

This passage teaches us the doctrine of the sovereignty of God, for in it we see how 
God was able to use the evil of Joseph’s brothers for good, and not only for the good 
of the people of Egypt but also for the preservation of Israel and of the line from 
which our Savior would one day come.

During the Video

Man’s Sin

• What is conveyed by the language of Seth’s being in Adam’s likeness and image?

In Genesis 5:3, we learn that Adam had a son named Seth, who has fathered in 
Adam’s likeness “after his own image.” Dr. Lawson noted that this indicated that 
Seth, while still being made in the image of God, was also the first to receive, as 
Adam’s posterity, the corrupted image and sin of his father. 

• What did Dr. Lawson provide as the reason why Cain’s offering was rejected?  

Dr. Lawson asserted that Cain’s offering was not accepted by God because it was 
not an animal sacrifice as Abel’s sacrifice was. Hebrews 11:1 also reveals, “By faith 
Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was 
commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts.”

• How does the assessment of man in Genesis 6:5 point to the inspiration of the Bible?

Genesis 6:5 states that man was wicked and that “every intention of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually.” God’s assessment of mankind in this verse con-
demns mankind to such a degree that it points to the inspiration of the Bible. If the 
Bible was merely the work of mortal men, then it would not be as self-condemnatory.

God’s Salvation

• How can Abram be used as an example of the doctrine of election in Genesis?

Before being renamed by God, Abraham was named Abram. He was a man from 
Ur of the Chaldeans, which was known as an idolatrous, pagan city within a pagan 
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culture. Abram was not seeking after God, yet God chose Abram to be His own pos-
session. In Genesis 18:19, God explicitly states, “I have chosen him.”

• What are some examples in Genesis where definite atonement is foreshadowed?

Some of the examples mentioned by Dr. Lawson were God’s acceptance of Abel’s 
blood sacrifice and the account where Abraham was to sacrifice his only son Isaac. 

• Where is the doctrine of preserving grace found in God’s covenant with Abraham?

The doctrine of preserving grace is found in God’s covenant with Abraham in the 
words “I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant.” If 
Abraham were able to fall away, then God’s covenant with him would not be an 
everlasting covenant.

After the Video

• Why is the phrase “every intention of the thoughts of his heart” theologically 
important? What does it teach us about the nature of sin? 

The phrase “every intention of the thoughts of his heart” is theologically important 
because it primarily teaches us about the inward nature of sin. God was not grieved 
by people in the generation before the flood merely for the outward manifestations 
of their sin, but more so on account of the intention of their hearts. Sin is fundamen-
tally a matter of the heart. 

• If the intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth, then how can anyone ever 
enter the kingdom of God?

Because the intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth, entering the kingdom of 
God requires a work in the heart that originates with God. Dr. Lawson emphasized 
that this work of God began for every Christian in eternity past, before the founda-
tions of the earth, when God chose a people for Himself in love (Eph. 1:4).

• What were the two most convincing illustrations from Genesis for any particular 
doctrine of grace? Overall, which doctrine of grace do you consider to be most 
apparent in Genesis?

The answers to these questions should contain illustrations that you considered 
to be particularly effective in demonstrating any particular doctrine of grace from 
this lecture and should include which doctrine of grace you consider to be most 
apparent in Genesis.

REVIEW QUIZ

Lesson 3

1. D. 
Genesis 5 begins the genealogy of Adam’s descendants to Noah. The first of Adam’s 
descendants is Seth, who was fathered after Adam’s likeness and image. The dis-
tinction between Adam’s image and God’s image suggests that, while all men are 
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created in the image of God, all of Adam’s children inherit his marred image cor-
rupted by sin. This is connected to the doctrine of grace known as total depravity, or 
radical corruption.

2. C. 
All of these options are true on a theological level. Man is sinful on account of 
Adam’s sin from the fall onward, and Psalm 51:5 does say, “In sin did my mother 
conceive me.” In this lecture, however, Dr. Lawson quoted from Genesis 8:21, a verse 
where God gives His assessment of the man’s heart as evil “from his youth.”

3. B. 
Dr. Lawson stressed that God’s choice of Jacob over Esau is surprising because, 
from a human perspective, Esau was preeminent in terms of his birthright as 
Isaac’s firstborn son. While Jacob’s deceptive ways are certainly surprising, they 
actually work to affirm doctrines such as unconditional election, showing how 
Jacob did not merit blessing. 

4. C. 
Dr. Lawson noted that the doctrine of definite atonement is vaguely foreshad-
owed in Genesis in types and pictures, such as in Abel’s sacrifice and in Abraham’s 
attempted sacrifice of Isaac. These are pictures that do not necessarily speak about 
the extent of the atonement, so they only faintly foreshadow what Christ would 
accomplish for us. 

5. B. 
Genesis 6:5 reveals of man in the generation before the flood that “every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” This passage clearly points out 
that sin isn’t merely an external problem of behavior. It affects the intentions of our 
hearts and can only be remedied by a renewal of the heart.

6. D. 
In the book of Romans, Paul frequently refers to the Old Testament to demonstrate 
key doctrines of the faith. In Romans 9, he illustrates the doctrine of election by 
referring to Moses and Pharaoh and Jacob and Esau. In Romans 4, he illustrates the 
doctrine of justification by faith by referring to Abraham and David.
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4

Deliverance & Wilderness

INTRODUCTION

Israel was delivered from Egypt by the mighty hand of the Lord, yet the people 
rebelled against Him and wandered in the wilderness for forty years before entering 
into the Promised Land. In this lecture, Dr. Lawson examines the doctrines of grace 
in the books of Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers to show how the light of the doc-
trines of grace shine even in Israel’s darkness.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Locate the doctrines of grace in the books of Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers
• Provide specific examples for each of the doctrines of grace in the historical 

narratives of Israel’s deliverance from Egypt and subsequent wanderings in the 
wilderness

KEY IDEAS

• God does not require ideal circumstances in order to save His people but is able 
to work in the midst of the most trying and difficult circumstances.

• Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers are historical narratives and, as such, display 
the doctrines of grace through the actions recorded in the narratives.

• The doctrine of definite atonement is vividly pictured in Exodus and Leviticus in 
the Passover and the Day of Atonement.

• The doctrine of total depravity is significantly present in the lives of the people 
of Israel in the books of Exodus and Numbers.
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.

• What is the most difficult book of the Bible that you have ever read? Why?

• What is the most significant event to occur to the people of Israel in the Old 
Testament?

Scripture Reading

And the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your 
brother Aaron shall be your prophet. You shall speak all that I command you, and your 
brother Aaron shall tell Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go out of his land. But I will 
harden Pharaoh’s heart, and though I multiply my signs and wonders in the land of 
Egypt, Pharaoh will not listen to you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and bring my 
hosts, my people the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great acts of judgment. 
The Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I stretch out my hand against Egypt 
and bring out the people of Israel from among them.”

—Exodus 7:1–5

• Who is ultimately hardening Pharaoh’s heart in this passage? What does this 
passage reveal about the purpose of the exodus?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Out of Egypt 0:00–13:12

• In what way can Pharaoh be seen as representative of all unbelievers?

• What sin did Israel commit even as it was receiving the law? What does this 
demonstrate?
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• What does the Passover provide a picture of in the ultimate sense?

• What is similar about the language of Abram’s departure from Ur of the Chal-
deans and Israel’s departure from the land of Egypt?

Into the Wilderness 13:12–23:47

• Beside the atonement itself, what other reality does the Day of Atonement 
foreshadow?

• What doctrine of grace is primarily displayed in the book of Numbers? In what 
ways is it displayed?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.

• Where can the various doctrines of grace be identified in Moses’ conflict with 
Pharaoh and the subsequent exodus and wilderness wanderings of God’s people?

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss the following question: When 
you read the account of the exodus and the wilderness wanderings of Israel, who 
do you identify with the most? Moses? Pharaoh? The Israelites? The Egyptians? 
Why?

• Where can the doctrine of limited atonement be seen in the book of Exodus? 
Where can it be seen in the book of Leviticus?

 
If you are in a group, have the members describe the pictures of the atonement in 
Exodus and Leviticus and discuss which one they consider to be the most vivid 
picture of limited atonement and why.

• The slogan in Geneva at the time of the Reformation was “After darkness, light.” 
How is this slogan applicable to the time in which Moses was writing the Penta-
teuch and to our modern day?
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If you are in a group, have the members discuss their answers to the above ques-
tion while placing particular emphasis on why they think the doctrines of grace 
need to be preached in the context of the modern day.

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for making Himself known in the deliverance won in Christ.
• Confess in what areas of your life you are particularly prone to idolatry.
• Thank God for His promise to preserve you from falling from the faith.
• Ask God to strengthen your resolve for holiness by the Holy Spirit.

REVIEW QUIZ

Use these multiple-choice questions to measure what you learned from this lesson.

1. What genre are books like Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers considered to be? 
a. Case law
b. Sacred myth
c. Wisdom literature
d. Historical narrative

2. Who was used as the paradigmatic example of total depravity in the book of 
Exodus?
a. Moses
b. Pharaoh
c. Korah 
d. Aaron

3. What is not an essential component to Dr. Lawson’s definition of an idol?
a. An idol is anything you love more than God.
b. An idol is anything you fear more than God. 
c. An idol is anything you serve as if it were God.
d. An idol is anything you create in the image of God.

4. Where is perseverance of the saints seen in the book of Exodus?
a. The hardheartedness of Pharaoh
b. The worship of the golden calf
c. The parting of the Red Sea
d. The day of the Passover

5. Since God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, Pharaoh was not accountable for his sin.
a. True
b. False
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6. Dr. Lawson mentioned Charles Spurgeon’s love of using which of the following 
illustrations to picture the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints?
a. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace
b. Daniel in the lions’ den
c. Joseph in Egypt
d. Noah in the ark
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

These are personal questions. The answers should be based on your own knowledge and 
experience.

Scripture Reading

• Who is ultimately hardening Pharaoh’s heart in this passage? What does this 
passage reveal about the purpose of the exodus?

This passage reveals that God is the One who hardens Pharaoh’s heart, even though 
we find that Pharaoh also hardens his own heart against God throughout the exo-
dus. This passage also reveals something about the purpose of the exodus, when 
God says, “The Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord.” Through the exodus, God 
was revealing Himself as the only true God.

During the Video

Out of Egypt

• In what way can Pharaoh be seen as representative of all unbelievers?

Pharaoh can be seen as representative of all unbelievers in that he hardened his 
heart against God. When unbelievers hear the truth of the gospel and resist the 
truth of the gospel, they become like Pharaoh in continuing in the hardheartedness 
of their unbelief. 

• What sin did Israel commit even as it was receiving the law? What does this 
demonstrate?

When Moses was on top of Mount Sinai receiving the law of God, the Israelites were 
at the bottom of the mountain requesting that Aaron make a golden calf for them 
to worship. They were committing the sin of idolatry, which most demonstrates the 
doctrine of total depravity but also demonstrates the necessity of God’s calling and 
election to rescue us from our sin. 

• What does the Passover provide a picture of in the ultimate sense?

The Passover provides a picture of limited atonement and, therefore, provides a 
picture of the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The blood of the Passover lamb is a 
picture of the blood of Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world 
(John 1:29).
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• What is similar about the language concerning Abram’s departure from Ur of the 
Chaldeans and the language concerning Israel’s departure from the land of Egypt?

The language concerning Abram’s departure and the language concerning Israel’s 
departure is similar in that Scripture ascribes the ultimate responsibility for these 
events to God. In Genesis 15:7 and Exodus 12:42, we read that it was the Lord who 
brought Abram out of Ur and Israel out of Egypt—a clear picture of God’s effectual 
call of His people.

Into the Wilderness

• Besides the atonement itself, what other reality does the Day of Atonement 
foreshadow?

The Day of Atonement foreshadows not only the atoning work of Christ on the cross 
but also the intercessory work of Christ on our behalf before the Father. Just as on the 
Day of Atonement the high priest would enter the Holy of Holies, so also Christ lives 
to make intercession for us as our Great High Priest before the Father (John 17:9).

• Which doctrine of grace is primarily displayed in the book of Numbers? In what 
ways is it displayed?

The doctrine of grace primarily displayed in the book of Numbers is total depravity. 
Dr. Lawson pointed this out in the complaints of the people over the manna from 
heaven, the doubt of the spies despite the promises of God, the rebellion of Korah, 
and the continued idolatry of Israel in the form of Baal worship.

After the Video

• Where can the various doctrines of grace be identified in Moses’ conflict with 
Pharaoh and the subsequent exodus and wilderness wanderings of God’s people?

Each of the doctrines of grace can be found in the book of Exodus. Total depravity 
can be seen in Pharaoh’s hard heart and also in Israel’s idolatry at Mount Sinai. 
Unconditional election can be seen in God’s desire to save Israel as a chosen peo-
ple. Limited atonement can be clearly seen in the Passover. Irresistible grace can be 
found in the fact that God brought Israel out of Egypt, and perseverance of the saints 
can be seen in the parting of the Red Sea, that God truly delivered them out of Egypt.

• Where can the doctrine of limited atonement be seen in the book of Exodus? 
Where can it be seen in the book of Leviticus?

In the book of Exodus, the doctrine of limited atonement can be seen in the Pass-
over. Its limited nature is displayed in the fact that it was only applied to those who 
put the blood of the sacrificial lamb on their doorposts. In the book of Leviticus, it 
can be seen in the Day of Atonement, which was only for the people of Israel.

• The slogan of Geneva at the time of the Reformation was “After darkness, light.” 
How is this slogan applicable to the time in which Moses was writing the Penta-
teuch and to our modern day?
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Dr. Lawson noted that Moses was writing the Pentateuch during Israel’s wilderness 
wandering, an overall dark period in the history of Israel. The reason Moses did this 
was to show how God does not need ideal circumstances to save His people or to 
teach them His truth. It was during this dark period in Israel that the doctrines of 
grace were beginning to shine. Because light shines brightest in darkness, Dr. Law-
son stressed the importance of proclaiming the doctrines of grace for our own day so 
that people might be delivered from total depravity to total dependence on the Lord.

REVIEW QUIZ

Lesson 4

1. D. 
Books such as Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers are historical narrative. When look-
ing for the doctrines of grace in historical narrative, one has to look for how the 
doctrines are lived out through the actions recorded in the narratives. While some 
of these books do contain law codes, they are not contained within the larger narra-
tive and do not determine the genre of the books as a whole.

2. B. 
In the book of Exodus, Pharaoh was held up as the paradigmatic example of total 
depravity because he continually hardened his heart against God. Korah can be con-
sidered the paradigmatic example of total depravity in the book of Numbers.

3. D. 
Dr. Lawson defined an idol as “anything you love more than God, fear more than 
God, or serve more than God.” An idol can certainly be a graven image, but you do 
not necessarily have to worship something like a golden calf to be guilty of idolatry. 
You can create an idol out of your car, money, your family, or even something you 
don’t have but long to possess. While idolatry can involve the false worship of a 
graven image, the sin of idolatry doesn’t require it.

4. C. 
Dr. Lawson located the doctrine of perseverance of the saints in the parting of the 
Red Sea, where God held back the rushing waters on both sides until the people had 
fully crossed. Through parting the Red Sea, God fully delivered Israel from Egypt 
and the threat of Pharaoh’s army.

5. B. 
God did harden Pharaoh’s heart, but we must take account of the fact that, in mul-
tiple places, Scripture bears witness that Pharaoh hardened his own heart. Like any 
one of us, Pharaoh was accountable for his hardheartedness and resistance to God.

6. D. 
Dr. Lawson mentioned Spurgeon’s love of using Noah’s ark as an illustration of the 
doctrine of the perseverance of the saints. Spurgeon keenly observed that, while 
Noah may have fallen down many times in the ark, he never once fell out of the ark.
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Grace in the Law

INTRODUCTION

The book of Deuteronomy is the last book in the Pentateuch and is known as the 
“Second Law.” It consists of a series of sermons Moses preached to Israel so that they 
might be devoted to the Lord before entering the Promised Land. In this lecture, Dr. 
Lawson maps out the doctrines of grace in the book of Deuteronomy through a study 
of seven significant passages about God’s sovereignty and love.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Explain the significance of seven key passages in the book of Deuteronomy
• Understand the direct correlation between God’s sovereign election and love

KEY IDEAS

• The book of Deuteronomy is a series of sermons that Moses delivered to the 
people of God before they entered into the Promised Land.

• The sovereign choice of God in election is based upon His unconditional, eternal 
love in which He has set us apart to be His holy possession.

• The work of regeneration is the work of God alone whereby He circumcises our 
hearts so that we might love Him with all of our heart, mind, soul, and strength.

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.
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• How did you react the first time you were confronted with the doctrine of 
election?

• Why do some people believe the gospel while other people do not believe the 
gospel?

• How would you describe your life before you came to know the Lord?

Scripture Reading

For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to 
be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the 
earth. It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord 
set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because 
the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the Lord 
has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, 
the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and 
keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.

—Deuteronomy 7:6–9

• What are some of the key words in this passage related to the doctrines of grace?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Sovereignty and the Heart of God 0:00–13:00

• Why was Sihon king of Heshbon not willing to allow the Israelites to pass 
through his land in Deuteronomy 2:30?

• What two words are used synonymously in Deuteronomy 4:37?

• Why did God choose the people of Israel according to Deuteronomy 7:7?
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The Grace of God in the Heart of Man 13:00–25:19

• What can the exodus be a picture of in the Christian life?

• Deuteronomy 29:4 reads, “But to this day the Lord has not given you a heart to 
understand or eyes to see or ears to hear.” What does this passage presuppose? 

• What illustration is used in Deuteronomy 30:6 for the work of God in the believ-
er’s life?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.

• Why is the doctrine of election one of the most loving doctrines of the Bible?

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss their answer to the question 
“How did you react the first time you were confronted with the doctrine of elec-
tion?” from before the video and have them further discuss the reason for their 
reaction.

• How do people evidence their election? Why would God elect to save the weak 
things of this world, as revealed in 1 Corinthians 1:26–31?

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss the many reasons why holiness 
is of vital importance for the Christian life. Why do some people believe holiness 
is not an essential element of the Christian life? How would you try to convince 
them otherwise?

• What distinction did Dr. Lawson make in regard to the love of God? Define what 
the various components of this distinction mean.

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss the various ways God’s common 
grace can be seen in the lives of people throughout the world.

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for delivering you from the domain of darkness. 
• Confess any tendencies you have to boast in your own strength.
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• Thank God for calling you into a life of holiness in Jesus Christ.
• Ask God to make you humbly dependent upon Him for holiness. 

REVIEW QUIZ

Use these multiple-choice questions to measure what you learned from this lesson.

1. What is a plausible argument for the case that Deuteronomy might have been the 
favorite book of the Lord Jesus Christ? 
a. Jesus is foreshadowed most in the book of Deuteronomy.
b. Jesus authored the book of Deuteronomy in a unique way.
c. Jesus appreciated the second form of the law over the first.
d. Jesus quotes from Deuteronomy more than any other book.

2. Which two words did Dr. Lawson argue are used synonymously regarding 
election?
a. Love and adoption
b. Love and kindness
c. Love and choice
d. Love and favor

3. What is not an example of God’s love for all people?
a. The blessings of fair weather
b. The blessings of Jesus Christ
c. The blessings of delicious food
d. The blessings of family and friends

4. What is the historical setting of the book of Deuteronomy?
a. During Israel’s servitude in Egypt
b. After Moses’ death under Joshua’s leadership
c. Before Israel’s entrance into the Promised Land
d. During Moses’ reception of the law at Mount Sinai

5. We make our election sure by the transformation of our lives.
a. True
b. False

6. Which of the following was used as an illustration of sovereign election in this 
lecture?
a. The exodus from Egypt
b. The circumcision of the heart
c. The hardening of Sihon’s heart
d. The stones David used to kill Goliath
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

These are personal questions. The answers should be based on your own knowledge and 
experience.

Scripture Reading

• What are some of the key words in this passage related to the doctrines of grace?

In this passage, we can identify many key words that relate to the doctrines of grace, 
perhaps the most significant being “chosen” and “love.” This passage clearly reveals 
that God loved and chose a people for Himself who did not even merit His love and 
sovereign election. In this lecture, Dr. Lawson will be discussing more about this 
particular passage.

During the Video

Sovereignty and the Heart of God 

• Why was Sihon king of Heshbon not willing to allow the Israelites to pass 
through his land in Deuteronomy 2:30?

Deuteronomy 2:30 reveals that Sihon was unwilling to let the Israelites pass through 
his land because “the Lord your God hardened his spirit and made his heart obsti-
nate, that he might give him into your hand, as he is this day.” From this passage we 
can see that God hardened Sihon’s heart so that the people of Israel might overtake 
him.

• What two words are used synonymously in Deuteronomy 4:37?

Deuteronomy 4:37 reads, “And because he loved your fathers and chose their off-
spring after them. . . .” Dr. Lawson argued that “loved” and “chose” are virtually 
synonymous in this passage, such that for God to love is to choose, and to choose is 
to love. 

• Why did God choose the people of Israel according to Deuteronomy 7:7?

Deuteronomy 7:7 reveals that God chose Israel not because the people were more 
in number and mighty like other nations, but rather solely because God had set his 
love on Israel. 

The Grace of God in the Heart of Man 

• What can the exodus be a picture of in the Christian life?



40  Answer Key—Grace in the Law

The exodus, as the paradigm for redemption of the Old Testament, can be a picture 
of the greater spiritual deliverance by which God delivers us from the bondage of 
our sin. All those who have been chosen before the foundation of the world, God 
brings out of the darkness of this world and into His light, where we are able to walk 
in true holiness.

• Deuteronomy 29:4 reads, “But to this day the Lord has not given you a heart to 
understand or eyes to see or ears to hear.” What does this passage presuppose? 

Deuteronomy 29:4 presupposes the answer to the question “Why do some believe 
and others do not?” Unless the Lord gives one a heart that understands, eyes that 
see, and ears that hear, then one cannot believe and be saved. This makes Deuter-
onomy 29:4 an extraordinary statement about the sovereign grace of God and the 
necessity of His intervening grace in our lives.  

• What illustration is used in Deuteronomy 30:6 for the work of God in the believ-
er’s life?

Deuteronomy 30:6 uses the picture of the circumcision of the heart to illustrate the 
work of God in the believer’s life. This is to show that the life devoted to God is not 
merely one of outward devotion but one of inner devotion. The circumcision of the 
heart is the work whereby the Holy Spirit sets the believer apart, regenerating the 
heart and renewing it unto faith in Jesus Christ to the glory of God the Father.

After the Video

• Why is the doctrine of election one of the most loving doctrines of the Bible?

The doctrine of election can be considered one of the most loving doctrines of the 
Bible because, if left to ourselves, we would have never chosen God. Instead, God 
loves us by choosing us, and this not because we have merited His love but because 
He first loved us in Christ (Rom. 5:8; 1 John 4:19).

• How do people evidence their election? Why would God elect to save the weak 
things of this world, as revealed in 1 Corinthians 1:26–31?

Dr. Lawson said in reference to Deuteronomy 7:6 that “God has not only chosen us 
for heaven; He has chosen us for holiness,” so the way people evidence their election 
is by living a changed life of God-glorifying holiness. The fact that God has chosen 
to use the weak things of this world is so that the loving kindness of election may 
be displayed in us for His glory, such that no one should boast before God. “And 
because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righ-
teousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, ‘Let the one 
who boasts, boast in the Lord’ ” (1 Cor. 1:30).

• What distinction did Dr. Lawson make in regard to the love of God? Define what 
the various components of this distinction mean.

Dr. Lawson made a distinction between the general love and special love of God. 
God’s general love is also known as common grace and is the love that God gives 
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freely to His creation, whether it be the joys of family, the pleasure of food, or the 
enjoyment of music (Ps. 145:9; Matt. 5:45; 6:25–34; Acts 14:17; Rom. 2:4). God’s spe-
cial love is a saving love by which He redeems those He has chosen for salvation.

REVIEW QUIZ

Lesson 5 

1. D. 
While introducing this lecture, Dr. Lawson said, “It could be argued that the book of 
Deuteronomy was our Lord’s favorite book of written Scripture during His earthly 
ministry.” The reason why such an argument can be made is the fact that Jesus 
quoted from Deuteronomy more than any other book of the Old Testament.

2. C. 
Dr. Lawson argued that “love” and “choice” are used synonymously in verses such 
as Deuteronomy 4:37, which reads, “And because he loved your fathers and chose 
their offspring after them. . . .” Other terms that can be synonymously equated with 
love are “foreknowledge” and “predestination,” of which adoption is the result.

3. B. 
In this lecture, Dr. Lawson distinguished between God’s general love for all human-
ity and God’s special love for the elect in Christ. God’s special, saving love is only 
for those whom God has elected in Christ, and God’s general love for all humanity is 
displayed in the benevolence of creation and experienced by all men.

4. C. 
“Deuteronomy” can be literal translated as the “second law,” so it must be set after 
the reception of the law at Mount Sinai and, thus, the exodus. Deuteronomy is also a 
series of sermons that Moses preached to Israel, so it must be before his death as he 
prepared Israel to enter the Promised Land.

5. A. 
Dr. Lawson said, “We make our election sure by the transformation of our life.” This 
statement follows 2 Peter 1:10, that we are to “be all the more diligent to confirm 
your calling and election.” It is not that a transformed life earns our salvation but 
that a transformed life proves our salvation.

6. D. 
The exodus and the circumcision of the heart were both used as illustrations of 
the work of regeneration in the effectual call of the Holy Spirit. The hardening of 
Sihon’s heart was used as an illustration of God’s sovereignty over the human heart. 
David’s choice of stones to kill Goliath was used as an illustration for sovereign 
election. 
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6

The Sovereign in History

INTRODUCTION

The narrative line running through the book of Joshua to the book of Esther show-
cases God’s sovereignty over human history. Whether from the radical corruption in 
the period of the judges to His mighty power in the hearts of unbelieving kings, God’s 
sovereign presence is undeniable. In this lecture, Dr. Lawson surveys a large portion 
of Scripture, from Joshua to Esther, pointing out the work of God’s sovereign grace 
along the way.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Identify the doctrines of grace in the books of Joshua through Esther
• Recognize God’s sovereignty in the hearts and lives of men and women in history

KEY IDEAS

• An outward religiosity cannot replace a true, saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

• God works out His eternal purpose through secondary agents and means, includ-
ing the devil and ungodly men.

• God is not the author of sin but uses it for the furtherance of His own purposes, 
as beautifully demonstrated in the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.
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• Does God control the hearts of our political leaders? How do you know?

• Why is it not enough to be raised in the right home, regularly attend church, or 
do other things that may be considered religious in order to be saved?

• Was your conversion to Christ something that happened over an extended period 
of time or was it something that happened quickly at a single point in time?

Scripture Reading

There is none holy like the Lord: for there is none besides you; there is no rock like our 
God. Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the 
Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty 
are broken, but the feeble bind on strength. Those who were full have hired themselves 
out for bread, but those who were hungry have ceased to hunger. The barren has borne 
seven, but she who has many children is forlorn.

—1 Samuel 2:2–5

• What does this passage reveal should be our attitude to God for our salvation? 
Why?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Evil in the Sight of the Lord 0:00–11:25

• How is the doctrine of total depravity seen at the beginning of the book of 
Judges? What sin did Israel commit that was considered “evil in the sight of the 
Lord” ?

• How is the doctrine of total depravity seen at the ending of the book of Judges?

God over All 11:25–25:33

• What does the fact that an evil spirit came over Saul demonstrate about the sov-
ereignty of God?
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• How do you explain the fact that 2 Samuel 24:1 says that God incited David to 
take a census and that 1 Chronicles 21:1 says that Satan incited David to take the 
same census?

• How is God’s sovereignty displayed in the book of Ezra?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.

• What was a major theme of this lecture related to total depravity, particularly 
in relation to the examples of the idolatrous generation during the period of the 
judges and the sons of Eli?

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss the importance of raising chil-
dren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. What are some of the most 
important things about the Christian faith that children need to know?

• Is God the author of sin and evil? How do you explain God’s relationship with sin 
and evil?

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss how God’s sovereignty over sin 
and evil informs the Christian life. How do you, as a Christian, respond to sin and 
tragedy in your own life?

• Throughout this lecture, Dr. Lawson emphasized God’s sovereignty over the 
human heart, especially over the hearts of various kings and rulers. What exam-
ple of God’s sovereignty over the human heart was the most striking to you? 
Why?

 
If you are in a group, have the members read Proverbs 21:1 and have them discuss 
how this proverb proves true in what they considered to be the most striking 
example of God’s sovereignty over the human heart in this lecture. How should 
the truth of Proverbs 21:1 inform how Christians should relate to political lead-
ers? After answering, read also 1 Timothy 2:1–4.
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PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for His sovereign power and unquestionable goodness. 
• Confess times when you have doubted God’s goodness because of the existence 

of evil.
• Thank God for the assurance He has given you in Scripture of His absolute 

sovereignty.
• Ask God to work in the hearts of political leaders for the advancement of the gospel. 

REVIEW QUIZ

Use these multiple-choice questions to measure what you learned from this lesson.

1. What idiom was used to designate the sons of Eli as “worthless” men? 
a. Sons of Mot
b. Sons of Baal
c. Sons of Belial
d. Sons of Moloch

2. Which of the following historical narratives did Dr. Lawson prove to be book-
ended by the doctrine of total depravity?
a. Joshua
b. Judges
c. Ezra
d. Nehemiah

3. “Even the devil is God’s devil.” Who coined this phrase?
a. Charles Spurgeon 
b. Martin Luther
c. John Calvin
d. C.S. Lewis

4. Who served as a prime example of effectual calling in this lecture? 
a. Artaxerxes king of Assyria
b. Cyrus king of Persia
c. The prophet Samuel
d. The sons of Eli

5. The external call of the gospel saves sinners.
a. True
b. False

6. Whom did Israel worship in the period of the judges?
a. Dagon
b. Baal
c. Moloch
d. Marduk
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

These are personal questions. The answers should be based on your own knowledge and 
experience.

Scripture Reading

• What does this passage reveal should be our attitude to God for our salvation? 
Why?

This Scripture reading has been taken from the prayer of Hannah in 1 Samuel 2 
after the Lord gave life to her barren womb. It reveals that our attitude toward God, 
who gave life to our spiritual barrenness, should not be one of pride or arrogance 
but one of humility. The reason for this is that we have no grounds for boasting 
within ourselves, for as this passage tells us, “There is none holy like the Lord.”

During the Video

Evil in the Sight of the Lord 

• How is the doctrine of total depravity seen at the beginning of the book of Judges? 
What sin did Israel commit that was considered “evil in the sight of the Lord” ?

At the beginning of the book of Judges, total depravity can be seen in Judges 2:10–
11, which bears witness about how quickly a new generation of Israelites can fall 
away in ignorance of God, failing to know the Lord and follow Him intimately. As 
a result, they committed a sin “evil in the sight of the Lord” by serving the Baals in 
rank idolatry.

• How is the doctrine of total depravity seen at the ending of the book of Judges?

At the ending of the book of Judges, total depravity can be seen in Judges 21:25, the 
last verse in Judges, which reads, “Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” Total 
depravity is seen in Israel’s self-determined moral judgments and excuses for sin.

God over All 

• What does the fact that an evil spirit came over Saul demonstrate about the sov-
ereignty of God?

The fact that an evil spirit came over Saul demonstrates that God is sovereign not 
only over the kingdom of light but also over the kingdom of darkness. The evil spirit 
that came over Saul was not from Satan but from the Lord (1 Sam. 16:14; 18:10; 19:9).



Answer Key—The Sovereign in History 47

• How do you explain the fact that 2 Samuel 24:1 says that God incited David to 
take a census and that 1 Chronicles 21:1 says that Satan incited David to take the 
same census?

Second Samuel 24:1 says that God incited David to take a census while, at the same 
time, 1 Chronicles 21:1 says that Satan incited David to take the census. This can 
easily be explained, because our God is a sovereign God who was working out His 
eternal purposes through Satan as a secondary agent in the life of David.

• How is God’s sovereignty displayed in the book of Ezra?

God’s sovereignty is displayed in the book of Ezra through His use of the king of 
Persia and the king of Assyria as instruments of His will. In Ezra 1:1, we read that 
“the Lord stirred the spirit of Cyrus.” In Ezra 6:22, we read that God “turned the 
heart of the king of Assyria to them, so that he aided them in the work of the house 
of God, the God of Israel.”

After the Video

• What was a major theme of this lecture related to total depravity, particularly 
in relation to the examples of the idolatrous generation during the period of the 
judges and the sons of Eli?

A major theme of this lecture that Dr. Lawson emphasized when highlighting the 
example of total depravity in the lives of Israelites in the time of the judges and in 
the sons of Eli was the possibility of being raised in an ideal environment and never 
actually coming to know God with a saving faith. During the period of the judges, 
Israel committed idolatry against the Lord despite their heritage. The same can be 
said of the sons of Eli, who are described in the Bible as worthless despite being sons 
of a priest. 

• Is God the author of sin and evil? How do you explain God’s relationship with sin 
and evil?

God is not the author of sin and evil. We know this because Scripture plainly teaches 
that God is righteous, good, and holy. Therefore, we explain God’s relationship with 
sin and evil in terms of His sovereignty over all things. While God is not the author 
of sin and evil, Dr. Lawson asserted that He is “the author of a plan that uses sin 
and uses evil for the furtherance of His own purposes.”

• Throughout this lecture, Dr. Lawson emphasized God’s sovereignty over the 
human heart, especially over the hearts of various kings and rulers. What example 
of God’s sovereignty over the human heart was the most striking to you? Why?

The answers to these questions should express what you considered to be the most 
striking example of God’s sovereignty over the human heart in this lecture and why. 
Some of the examples that Dr. Lawson used were the kings of the land of Canaan, 
the kings of Israel, and the kings of Persia and Assyria.
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REVIEW QUIZ

Lesson 6

1. C. 
The idiom that was used in the Bible to designate the sons of Eli as “worthless” men 
was the phrase “sons of Belial,” which uses a name for Satan. In the Hebrew, when 
the sons of Eli are called “sons of Belial,” it is clear that they are not children of God, 
a truth plainly reiterated in 1 Samuel 2:12. 

2. B. 
While the doctrine of total depravity can be found in all of these books—as it can 
be found throughout the Bible—Dr. Lawson demonstrated how total depravity 
particularly bookends the book of Judges. In the opening chapters, we learn how 
a generation of Israelites fails to know the Lord. In the last verse of Judges, it is 
stressed that everyone was doing only what was right in their own eyes, apart from 
the Lord.

3. B. 
Dr. Lawson quoted from Martin Luther to highlight God’s sovereign power to 
use even the devil for His eternal purposes. The devil is but a tool in the hands of 
Almighty God.

4. C. 
The prophet Samuel served as the prime example of effectual calling in this lecture 
when God called to him repeatedly and converted him. The sons of Eli were exam-
ples of total depravity, and Artaxerxes and Cyrus were used as examples of God’s 
sovereignty over the human heart.

5. B. 
While the external call of the gospel is necessary, it is the internal call of the Holy 
Spirit applying the Word of God that saves sinners. When the external call goes 
forth, it does so freely and indiscriminately, but when the internal call goes forth, 
it does so for the elect and is the irresistible work of the Holy Spirit. If the external 
gospel alone could save, then all who hear the gospel would be saved.

6. B. 
In the period of the judges, the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the 
Lord by worshiping the Baals, the regional god Baal in the Canaanite pantheon. 
They also worshiped the Ashtoreth (Judges 2:13). Dagon and Moloch are also 
Canaanite gods, but Marduk is a Babylonian god. 
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The Sovereign in Suffering 

INTRODUCTION

The book of Job is a window into the sufferings of a righteous man. It can be con-
sidered one of the darker books of the Bible, but that is precisely the reason why the 
doctrines of grace shine so brightly through it. In this lecture, Dr. Lawson focuses on 
the doctrines of the sovereignty of God and total depravity in the book of Job to shine 
a light on why the grace of God is absolutely necessary to save sinners.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Locate the doctrine of the sovereignty of God in the book of Job
• Locate the doctrine of total depravity in the book of Job

KEY IDEAS

• God is sovereign over our suffering.
• God determines and numbers the days of our existence in perfect wisdom. 
• Man cannot stand justified before a righteous and holy God by his own efforts.
• Man’s moral dilemma runs deeper than his external actions to his identity as a 

sinner.

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the lecture.

• Have you ever suffered to such an extent that you questioned the existence or 
goodness of God?
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• Have you ever lost a loved one? What did you feel? Was your understanding of 
who God is a comfort to you?

Scripture Reading

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, 
and Satan also came among them. The Lord said to Satan, “From where have you 
come?” Satan answered the Lord and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and 
from walking up and down on it.” And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my 
servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who 
fears God and turns away from evil?” Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “Does 
Job fear God for no reason? Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all 
that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions 
have increased in the land. But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he 
will curse you to your face.” 

 —Job 1:6 –11

• What is God’s estimation of Job? Is there any indication that Satan acknowledges 
the sovereignty of God in this passage?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

God’s Total Sovereignty 0:00–7:51 

• What did Satan believe was the only reason Job feared God?

• How was Satan proved wrong about Job’s fear of God after Job lost his children?

• What did Job say about God after he had humbled himself at the end of the book 
that demonstrates the doctrine of God’s sovereignty?

Man’s Total Inability 7:51–25:53

• What do Eliphaz’s and Bildad’s rhetorical questions teach us?
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• “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean thing?” How did Job answer this 
question?

• At what point does a man become unrighteous?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.

• What three examples did Dr. Lawson use to demonstrate God’s sovereignty in 
the book of Job?

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss the book of Job. What are your 
greatest challenges in understanding the book? What do you think about the 
interaction between God and Satan? Does it disturb or comfort you? Why?

• What does studying the doctrine of total depravity help us see the necessity of ?

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss how their understanding of the 
unity of the doctrines of grace and how they relate to one another has increased 
thus far in this teaching series. What have been some of the major points that 
have increased your understanding?

• What is our fundamental problem with sin? Is it the actual sins that we commit?

 
If you are in a group, have the members read Matthew 23:1–36. How is the 
doctrine of total depravity seen in these verses? How are outward behaviors 
portrayed?

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for His power and command over the devil, the flesh, and the world. 
• Confess any instances when you have used God’s sovereignty as a license for sin.
• Thank God for not leaving you under the power of sin and Satan.
• Ask God to produce in you the genuine fruits of heartfelt repentance and faith. 
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REVIEW QUIZ

Use these multiple-choice questions to measure what you learned from this lesson.

1. Why did Dr. Lawson begin this lecture with the doctrine of divine sovereignty? 
a. It is the first doctrine in the book of Job.
b. It is the foundation of the doctrines of grace. 
c. It is a doctrine of comfort in times of suffering.
d. It is necessary to understand the limits of Satan’s power.

2. Which two characters’ rhetorical questions were used as true statements about 
the doctrine of total depravity?
a. Job and Eliphaz
b. Eliphaz and Bildad
c. Bildad and Zophar
d. Zophar and Elihu

3. How many speeches do each of Job’s friends typically have in the book of Job?
a. One
b. Two
c. Three
d. Four

4. “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean thing?” Who asked this question? 
a. Job
b. Eliphaz
c. Bildad
d. Zophar

5. When reading the book of Job, a good principle of interpretation is to assume 
that the statements of Job’s friends are categorically false.
a. True
b. False

6. What truth about God’s sovereignty should comfort us about the death of loved 
ones?
a. God has omnipotent control over the devil.
b. God has elected some to everlasting life. 
c. God has numbered our days in His infinite wisdom.
d. God has purposes that cannot be thwarted by anyone.
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

These are personal questions. The answers should be based on your own knowledge and 
experience.

Scripture Reading

• What is God’s estimation of Job? Is there any indication that Satan acknowledges 
the sovereignty of God in this passage?

God’s estimation of Job is that he is “a blameless and upright man, who fears God 
and turns away from evil.” This tells us that Job’s suffering isn’t on account of some 
sin, as Job’s friends will believe, but is rather because God has permitted his suf-
fering. Satan recognizes that God would need to permit Job’s suffering and thus 
acknowledges God’s sovereignty when he says, “Stretch out your hand and touch 
all that he has.”

During the Video

God’s Total Sovereignty

• What did Satan believe was the only reason Job feared God?

Satan believed that Job feared God merely because God had placed a hedge of pro-
tection around him and thus increased his household and all that he had touched. 
Because of this, Satan requested that God stretch out his hand against all that Job 
had to see that Job didn’t truly fear God (Job 1:9–11). 

• How was Satan proved wrong about Job’s fear of God after Job lost his children?

Satan was proved wrong about his assumption that Job’s fear of God was rooted 
only in the benefits he received from God when Job refused to curse God. Instead, 
Job worshiped God and said, “The Lord gave, and the Lord had taken away; blessed 
be the name of the Lord.” 

• What did Job say about God after he had humbled himself at the end of the book 
that demonstrates the doctrine of God’s sovereignty?

At the end of the book of Job, Job humbly acknowledges the sovereignty of God in 
his suffering and says, “I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of 
yours can be thwarted.”
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Man’s Total Inability 

• What do Eliphaz’s and Bildad’s rhetorical questions teach us?

Eliphaz and Bildad both ask rhetorical questions of Job. Eliphaz asks, “Can mortal 
man be right before God?” Bildad asks, “But how can a man be in the right before 
God?” Both of these questions imply a negative answer and teach us that man can-
not, by his own works, be justified before God.

• “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean thing?” How did Job answer this 
question?

Job answers the question “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean thing?” 
by simply stating, “There is not one” (Job 14:4). Job straightforwardly makes a case 
for total depravity with the answer to this one question. We cannot be righteous 
in and of ourselves but need someone to save us and make us clean—that One is 
Christ.

• At what point does a man become unrighteous?

It is not when a man first sins that he becomes unrighteous but rather before he 
is even born. This truth is fundamental to the doctrine of total depravity, and it is 
even asserted by Job’s friends (Job 15:14). Psalm 51:5 teaches that we are “brought 
forth in iniquity,” conceived in sin.

After the Video

• What three examples did Dr. Lawson use to demonstrate God’s sovereignty in 
the book of Job?

Dr. Lawson used three examples to demonstrate God’s sovereignty in the book of 
Job: (1) God’s control over Satan and the extent to which he was allowed to harm 
Job, (2) God’s determination and numbering of the days of our lives, and (3) Job’s 
reply after suffering that God’s purposes cannot be thwarted. 

• What does studying the doctrine of total depravity help us see the necessity of ?

Studying the doctrine of total depravity helps us see the necessity of sovereign elec-
tion and effectual calling. If, in our depravity, we are unable to choose God, then 
God must have chosen us, and this not conditioned on anything that we have done. 
Likewise, God must call us, changing us by His grace such that we place our faith 
and trust in Him.

• What is our fundamental problem with sin? Is it the actual sins that we commit?

Our fundamental problem with sin is not the actual sins that we commit. Man’s 
moral dilemma runs deeper than his external actions such that his problem is not in 
what he does but in what he is. Man is not a sinner because he sins; he sins because 
he is a sinner. Therefore, our fundamental problem with sin, apart from Christ, 
rests in our identity as sinners.
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REVIEW QUIZ

Lesson 7

1. B. 
The reason why Dr. Lawson began this lecture by showcasing the sovereignty of God 
in the book of Job is because divine sovereignty is the foundation of the doctrines of 
grace. If one affirms the sovereignty of God, the doctrines of grace are a necessary 
conclusion.  

2. B. 
The two characters in Job whose rhetorical questions were used as examples of 
true statement about total depravity were Eliphaz and Bildad. Eliphaz asks, “Can 
mortal man be right before God?” Bildad asks, “But how can a man be in the right 
before God?”

3. C. 
Job’s friends typically have three speeches each throughout the book of Job. There 
is one exception: Zophar, the third friend, only has two speeches, but there is an 
additional speech given by Elihu, who only has one speech in the book of Job, which 
rounds out the speeches given by characters who are not Job or God.

4. A. 
Job actually asks this question. He also answers it. “Who can bring a clean thing 
out of an unclean thing? There is not one” (Job 14:4). This question and answer are 
found in Job’s response to one of Zophar’s speeches.

5. B. 
This was not a principle of interpretation introduced by Dr. Lawson. In fact, many 
of Dr. Lawson’s points about the truthfulness of the doctrine of total depravity were 
drawn from the statements of Job’s friends, who were often in error not for their 
premises but for their conclusions.

6. C. 
Dr. Lawson used Job 14:5 to demonstrate the doctrine of divine sovereignty in the 
book of Job, that man’s “days are determined.” The fact that God has numbered our 
days should comfort us when we face the loss of loved ones, allowing us to trust in 
the all-wise, perfect sovereignty of God.
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Man’s Sin in the Psalms

INTRODUCTION

Studying the doctrines of grace in the book of Psalms can be a massive undertaking. 
With 150 different psalms collected over a thousand-year period, there is signifi-
cant ground to cover. In this lecture, Dr. Lawson begins a study through the book 
of Psalms, highlighting passages that plainly teach about the reality of sin and thus 
affirm the doctrine of total depravity.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• List basic facts about the book of Psalms
• Locate particular psalms that teach the doctrine of total depravity
• Understand the balance between man’s depravity and God’s sovereignty

KEY IDEAS

• The book of Psalms is a book of high theology intended to promote high doxology.
• The book of Psalms underscores the depravity of man in such a way that it high-

lights the necessity of God’s sovereignty in salvation.
• God’s sovereign election should elicit praise in the knowledge that we have not 

been given what we deserve on account of our sin.

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.
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• What is the purpose of the book of Psalms?

• Do you use the book of Psalms in your devotional life? If so, how do you use it?

• Have you ever heard the saying “God hates sin but loves the sinner” ? Do you 
agree or disagree with this statement?

Scripture Reading

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 
mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, 
you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified 
in your words and blameless in your judgment. Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
and in sin did my mother conceive me. Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 
and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.

 —Psalm 51:1–6

• What are some notable phrases from this passage about God and about sin?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Raging in Vain 0:00–11:15

• How is Psalm 2 a clear declaration of the total depravity of the entire human 
race?

• Who is the Lord’s Anointed in Psalm 2?

• What is God’s response to the nations in antagonism against Him? What are they 
commanded to do?
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The Truth about Man 11:15–24:57

• What phrase in Psalm 5 is quoted in Romans 3?

• What does the Bible say about atheists?

• What does the phrase “in sin did my mother conceive me” mean?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.

• What are some of the basic facts about the book of Psalms that introduced this 
lecture?

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss the importance of the book of 
Psalms in their lives. Do you use the book of Psalms in your devotional life? How 
so? What is it about the book of Psalms that often makes it people’s favorite book 
of the Bible? 

• How is total depravity defined by Dr. Lawson?

 
If you are in a group, have the members read Romans 3:10–18 together. How does 
this section of Scripture reveal that every part of man is corrupt by nature?

• In consideration of Psalm 37, how does the phrase “eternal life” argue in and of 
itself for the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints? In Psalm 65, what does 
the phrase “bring near” imply about the nature of God’s election?

 
If you are in a group, have the members read Psalm 51. How does this psalm 
describe the forgiveness of God? How does this psalm describe how the one who 
is forgiven acts after he has been forgiven? Is this consistent with the Bible’s pic-
ture of the Christian life and the doctrines of grace?
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PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for giving His people a reason for praise in His work of salvation. 
• Confess your failures to bring your sin before the Lord as quickly as you ought.
• Thank God for His promises to forgive you when you come before Him.
• Ask God to help you see your sin as David did—as against God alone. 

REVIEW QUIZ

Use these multiple-choice questions to measure what you learned from this lesson.

1. Which of the following is not true about the book of Psalms? 
a. The book of Psalms was written over a thousand-year period.
b. The book of Psalms consists of five books.
c. The book of Psalms is the largest book of the Bible.
d. The book of Psalms was completed during the time of Christ.

2. What word best describes the rule and reign of the Lord’s Anointed in Psalm 2?
a. Temporal
b. Democratic
c. Theocratic
d. Merciless

3. What did Dr. Lawson describe as presenting the greatest case for total depravity 
in the Bible?
a. Genesis 3
b. Genesis 6
c. Psalms 51
d. Romans 3

4. Which of the following statements accurately summarize the doctrine of total 
depravity?
a. Man is as sinful as he can be. 
b. Every single person is sinful.
c. Man is sinful in all his parts.
d. Every one of man’s actions is sinful.

5. God hates sin but loves the sinner.
a. True
b. False

6. What does the phrase “in sin did my mother conceive me” mean?
a. Actual sin is committed in the womb.
b. The act of conception is in itself sinful.
c. Sinful nature is transmitted at conception.
d. Sin was determined by God in eternity past. 
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

These are personal questions. The answers should be based on your own knowledge and 
experience.

Scripture Reading

• What are some notable phrases from this passage about God and about sin?

Some notable phrases from this passage about God may include those that acknowl-
edge God’s justice, His mercy, and our need of His cleansing (Ps. 51:1, 2, 4, 6). Some 
notable phrases from this passage about sin may include those that point to the 
depths of our depravity and to the nature of sin as ultimately against God alone 
(Ps. 51:4, 5).

During the Video

Raging in Vain 

• How is Psalm 2 a clear declaration of the total depravity of the entire human 
race?

Psalm 2 is a clear declaration of the total depravity of the entire human race because 
in it we find a global conspiracy devised against God by the nations. It is important 
to note that it is not just one nation that plots against the Lord and His anointed 
but a multitude of nations.

• Who is the Lord’s Anointed in Psalm 2?

In the immediate context of Psalm 2, the Lord’s Anointed refers to the Davidic king 
who oversaw the nation of Israel. The nations in Psalm 2 would thus be conspiring 
against God’s chosen people Israel. Ultimately, the Lord’s Anointed refers to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is the King of kings and Lord of Lords at the right hand of the Father.

• What is God’s response to the nations in antagonism against Him? What are they 
commanded to do?

God responds to the raging and plotting of the nations with laughter. It is utterly 
foolish for mortal man to plot against a sovereign God, and because of such fool-
ishness, God also responds in wrath, commanding all to serve Him and to “kiss the 
Son, lest he be angry” (Ps. 2:12). 
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The Truth about Man 

• What phrase in Psalm 5 is quoted in Romans 3?

A phrase of Psalm 5:9 is quoted in Romans 3:13, in which Paul reiterates in refer-
ence to all of mankind that “their throat is an open grave.” Paul uses Psalm 5 to 
show how the mouths of all those outside the kingdom of God are full of lies and 
perversion.

• What does the Bible say about atheists?

Dr. Lawson noted that there is one particular verse in the Bible that speaks directly 
about atheists: Psalm 14:1. It reads, “The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.’” 
Quite simply, atheists are fools who reject the plain truth about God that has been 
revealed in creation and even through their consciences (Rom. 1:18–20; 2:14–15).

• What does the phrase “in sin did my mother conceive me” mean?

The phrase “in sin did my mother conceive me” does not mean that conception itself 
is the result of a sinful act but rather that a person’s sin nature is transmitted at the 
point of conception, before a person is even born with an opportunity to commit an 
actual sin.

After the Video

• What are some of the basic facts about the book of Psalms that introduced this 
lecture?

Dr. Lawson introduced this lecture with a number of facts about the book of Psalms 
in general and some facts about a number of isolated psalms in particular. The 
book itself was originally compiled to lead the people of God in worship and it is the 
longest book of the Bible. In fact, Psalm 119 alone is longer than thirty books of the 
Bible. Psalm 90 is the first psalm ever written, and it was composed by Abraham 
more than 1,400 years before Christ. Psalm 126 is the last psalm ever written, dated 
around four hundred years before Christ, making the compilation of the book of 
Psalms a thousand-year process.

• How is total depravity defined by Dr. Lawson?

Dr. Lawson defined total depravity in terms of the whole man. It is a common mis-
take to think that the phrase total depravity means that people are as bad as they 
can possibly be. The word total refers to the extent to which sin exists in the very 
constitution of man. Every part of man’s inner being is depraved in the totality of 
its component parts. 

• In consideration of Psalm 37, how does the phrase “eternal life” argue in and of 
itself for the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints? In Psalm 65, what does 
the phrase “bring near” imply about the nature of God’s election?

In Psalm 37:28, we read, “For the Lord loves justice; he will not forsake his saints. They 
are preserved forever.” From this verse, Dr. Lawson pointed out the clear teaching of 
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the doctrine of perseverance and made an argument about the concept of eternal life 
itself. If God gives someone eternal life, it is not something that can be undone within 
time. It is something that is forever; otherwise, the phrase “eternal life” would be 
nonsensical. In Psalm 65, the phrase “bring near” implies that God’s election is for a 
personal relationship, an intimate communion and union with the living God.

REVIEW QUIZ

Lesson 8

1. D. 
While it is true that the book of Psalms was compiled over a long period of time, it 
was completed well before the time of Christ. Psalm 126 was the last psalm to be 
written in the book and can be dated around 400 to 450 years before Christ.

2. C. 
The word that Dr. Lawson used to describe the rule and reign of the Lord’s Anointed 
in Psalm 2 was “theocratic.” It is rule that is not democratic in nature but rule that 
is by the sovereign will of God. While Psalm 2 was applied to the Davidic king of 
Israel in its immediate context, it also pointed to Christ’s reign, beyond the tempo-
ral and certainly not without mercy for those who take refuge in Him (Ps. 2:12).

3. D. 
Though each of these passages supports the case for total depravity, Dr. Lawson 
particularly noted that Romans 3 presents the greatest case for total depravity in 
the entire Bible. It is in Romans 3 that the Apostle Paul strings together quotes from 
a number of psalms to show that man is depraved in all facets of his being. 

4. C. 
The doctrine of total depravity is fundamentally concerned with man’s constitution 
as a sinner and not with the extent or degree of his sin. While the doctrine of total 
depravity teaches that all men are sinful by nature, its primary teaching is that all 
men are sinful in their mind, heart, and will—in every part of their being.

5. B. 
This statement does not take into consideration the ample verses of Scripture that 
reveal otherwise. In this lecture, Dr. Lawson noted that Psalm 5:5 proves that God 
not only hates iniquity but also the one who commits iniquity. It reads, “The boast-
ful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers.”

6. C. 
The phrase “in sin did my mother conceive me” can be easily misunderstood to be in 
reference to the sin of David’s mother in conception, but this phrase is in reference 
to the transmission of a sinful nature at the time of conception. From before the 
time we were born, before we could commit actual sin, we were sinful by nature.  
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God’s Grace in the Psalms

INTRODUCTION

The book of Psalms fully acknowledges the extent of man’s sin in order to magnify 
the glory of God’s grace. In this lecture, Dr. Lawson continues his study through the 
book of Psalms in order to showcase passages that teach the doctrines of grace and 
thus demonstrate why the Psalms are fundamentally a book of praise.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Identify key features in the Psalms that particularly emphasize God’s sovereignty
• Give examples of the language communicating the doctrines of grace in the 

Psalms
• Recognize the plain teaching of Scripture about assurance of salvation

KEY IDEAS

• God rules over all of creation as our enthroned and sovereign Lord.
• The doctrines of grace in the Psalms detail precisely why we are to praise and 

love God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength.
• The doctrine of the perseverance of the saints is taught so clearly in the Psalms 

that a denial of eternal security can only be the result of a severe misreading of 
the Bible.

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.
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• How would you describe the God’s rule over creation? What does He rule over? 
How long has He ruled over it?

• Do you believe that a Christian can lose his salvation? Why or why not? Are there 
any passages of the Bible that you find particularly challenging to your view?

• Why do you pray?

Scripture Reading

As for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the field; for the wind 
passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more. But the steadfast love of the 
Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him, and his righteousness to 
children’s children, to those who keep his covenant and remember to do his command-
ments. The Lord has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all.

 —Psalm 103:15–19

• What reason does this passage give you to trust God alone for salvation?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Royal Psalms 0:00–8:20

• What is the genre of psalms ranging from Psalm 93 to Psalm 99? What is a signa-
ture phrase in many of these psalms?

• What is significant about the tense of the signature phrase found in the various 
psalms ranging from Psalm 93 to Psalm 99?

God’s Enduring Love 8:20–25:12

• What does Psalm 103 say about the nature of God’s loving-kindness?



9—God’s Grace in the Psalms   65

• What type of expression is “The Lord will keep your going out and your coming 
in” (Ps. 121:8)? What is another scriptural example of this type of expression?

• What is the key word that demonstrates the doctrine of the perseverance of the 
saints in Psalm 125?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.

• Psalm 93:1 reads, “The Lord is robed; he has put on strength as his belt.” What is 
important about the language of these lines?

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss the common philosophical 
question related to God’s omnipotence, Can God create a rock so heavy that He 
cannot lift it? Why is this question considered to be a dilemma? Do you think this 
question is a legitimate problem against the case for the sovereign omnipotence 
of God? 

• Psalm 112:9 reads that God’s “righteousness endures forever.” What is a signifi-
cant implication of this relative to the gospel of Jesus Christ?

 
If you are in a group, have the members read 2 Corinthian 5:21. How impor-
tant is the doctrine of imputation for the Christian faith? If you did not have the 
righteousness of Christ, what would your salvation depend on? Could you have 
assurance?

• Psalm 139 clearly shows that God sovereignty extends over every dimension of 
our lives, including the day we were born and the day we are to die. What then 
did Dr. Lawson give as a reason to pray?

 
If you are in a group, have the members read Psalm 139. Dr. Lawson said of Psalm 
139, “The entire psalm is a statement of the sovereignty of God.” After having 
read the psalm, do you agree with this statement? What do you consider the 
most striking example of God’s sovereignty from Psalm 139?
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PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for His ability to carry out all that He pleases. 
• Confess ways in which you sin as if God did not know or even exist.
• Thank God for giving you faith, unlike the fool who says, “There is no God.”
• Ask God to continue to use prayer as a means of transforming you to be like Christ. 

REVIEW QUIZ

Use these multiple-choice questions to measure what you learned from this lesson.

1. What are the psalms spanning from Psalm 93 to Psalm 99 commonly known as? 
a. The psalm of praise
b. The psalms of lament
c. The enthronement psalms
d. The imprecatory psalms

2. What did Dr. Lawson use as a picture of God’s sovereignty against the chaotic 
waters of Psalm 93?
a. An island unmoved by the ocean
b. A boat floating above water
c. A rock on a coastline
d. An eagle in flight

3. What doctrine of grace can be found in the expression “The Lord will keep your 
going out and your coming in” (Ps. 121:8)?
a. Unconditional election
b. Limited atonement
c. Irresistible grace
d. Perseverance of the saints

4. What comparison does Psalm 125 make that demonstrates a believer’s eternal 
security?
a. Believers are like the mountains around Jerusalem.
b. Believers are like the temple of the Lord.
c. Believers are like the nation of Israel.
d. Believers are like Mount Zion.

5. Prayer is the means by which we change the will of God.
a. True
b. False

6. What did Dr. Lawson stress as the fundamental difference between God and 
idols in his exposition of Psalm 135?
a. God exists and idols do not exist.
b. God is not made of silver or gold.
c. God is able to do whatever He pleases.
d. God has proven Himself through creation. 
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

These are personal questions. The answers should be based on your own knowledge and 
experience.

Scripture Reading

• What reason does this passage give you to trust God alone for salvation?

This passage contrasts the relatively short life of man with an eternal and steadfast 
God and provides a simple reason to trust in the Lord: His steadfast love is from 
everlasting to everlasting. It is not comparable with our momentary lives but is 
unchanging and eternal. Additionally, God is enthroned above all things and does 
what He pleases. Therefore, we can trust that He is powerful act upon His steadfast 
love.

During the Video

Royal Psalms

• What is the genre of psalms ranging from Psalm 93 to Psalm 99? What is a signa-
ture phrase in many of these psalms?

The psalms ranging from Psalm 93 to Psalm 99 are in the genre of enthronement 
psalms. These psalms speak about the reality that God is enthroned above all in the 
heavens. A signature phrase in many of these psalms that underscore this reality is 
“The Lord reigns” (Pss. 93:1; 96:10; 97:1; 99:1).

• What is significant about the tense of the signature phrase found in the various 
psalms ranging from Psalm 93 to Psalm 99?

Dr. Lawson emphasized the fact that “The Lord reigns” is in the present tense. This 
is significant because it teaches us the plain truth that, at every moment of every 
day, the Lord reigns. It is not that we are waiting for the Lord to reign, or that the 
Lord has reigned, but that He reigns right now. He is presently on His throne, ruling 
all of creation.

God’s Enduring Love

• What does Psalm 103 say about the nature of God’s loving-kindness?

Psalm 103 says that God’s loving-kindness is “from everlasting to everlasting” (v. 
17). God’s steadfast love extends from eternity past into eternity future, such that 
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those He predestined will be those whom He glorifies (Rom. 8:29–30). His sover-
eign love knows no end.

• What type of expression is “The Lord will keep your going out and your coming 
in” (Ps. 121:8)? What is another scriptural example of this type of expression?

Dr. Lawson noted that “The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in” is a 
figurative expression representative of a person’s every activity. Another example 
of this type of expression is when Paul exhorted Timothy to preach the word and 
“be ready in season and out of season” (2 Tim. 4:2).  Here, Paul means for Timothy 
to be ready to preach the Word all the time. 

• What is the key word that demonstrates the doctrine of the perseverance of the 
saints in Psalm 125?

Psalm 125:1 reads, “Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot 
be moved, but abides forever.” The key word that Dr. Lawson emphasized in this 
verse is the word “forever.” The Lord keeps those who trust in Him forever, in such 
a way that no true believer can ever become an unbeliever.

After the Video

• Psalm 93:1 reads, “The Lord is robed; he has put on strength as his belt.” What is 
important about the language of these lines?

Psalm 93:1 begins by stating “The Lord reigns.” This makes the language about 
God’s being robed in majesty with strength as His belt important, because it under-
scores that God is powerful to carry out His royal decrees. Dr. Lawson noted that it 
is one thing to decree something, but it is quite another thing to have the power to 
carry out perfectly what has been decreed.

• Psalm 112:9 reads that God’s “righteousness endures forever.” What is a signifi-
cant implication of this relative to the gospel of Jesus Christ?

Dr. Lawson connected this line from Psalm 112 to the gospel of Jesus Christ, because 
if God’s righteousness endures forever, then the righteousness He gives to His peo-
ple must also endure forever. The righteousness that God has given to us in the act 
of justification is the righteousness of Christ. If God has imputed it to us, He will 
never take it away.

• Psalm 139 clearly shows that God sovereignty extends over every dimension of 
our life, including the day we were born and the day we are to die. What then did 
Dr. Lawson give as a reason to pray?

While it is fundamentally true that God is sovereign and in His sovereignty has 
ordained all things, we have good reason to pray. Dr. Lawson asserted that we do 
not pray in an attempt to change God’s will but rather in order that God would 
change us. Our prayers do play a part in the fulfillment of God’s eternal plan, but 
we should be terrified at the thought that our prayers could somehow change it.
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REVIEW QUIZ

1. C. 
The psalms spanning from Psalm 93 to Psalm 99 are known as the enthronement 
psalms. These psalms typically have a signature phrase: “The Lord reigns” (Ps. 
93:1). There are other enthronement psalms throughout the Psalter, such as the 
well-known Psalm 2.

2. C. 
In Psalm 93, there is use of the imagery of chaotic floodwaters. Dr. Lawson used the 
illustration of a rock as a picture of the sovereignty of God against the chaos of these 
waters. God’s sovereignty is like a rock that is unmoved by waves pounding against 
a coastline.

3. D. 
The doctrine of the perseverance of the saints can be found in the expression “The 
Lord will keep your going out and your coming in” (Ps. 121:8). The expression “your 
going out and your coming in” is figurative and speaks of the totality of one’s exis-
tence. It can thus be applied to God’s preservation of all those He has predestined, 
called, and justified. 

4. D. 
Psalm 125 makes a direct comparison of believers to Mount Zion: “Those who trust 
in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever” (Ps. 
125:1). The way this verse describes Mount Zion demonstrates that those who trust 
in the Lord are eternally secure in Christ. Psalm 125 compares God to the moun-
tains surrounding Jerusalem, which also demonstrates this doctrine.

5. B. 
Prayer is actually the means by which God changes us. While it is true that God 
uses prayer as a means of fulfilling His will, it is still fundamentally His will, and 
we should be terrified at the idea that we could somehow change God’s will and 
alter His eternal and all-wise purpose with our prayers.

6. C. 
While all of the options are true differences between God and idols—some of which 
are also found in Psalm 135—Dr. Lawson emphasized God’s ability to do whatever 
He pleases as a key difference between God and idols. “For I know that the Lord is 
great, and that our Lord is above all gods. Whatever the Lord pleases, he does, in 
heaven and on earth, in the seas and all deeps” (Ps. 135:5–6).
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Wisdom & Folly

INTRODUCTION

The books of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes contain the wisdom of Solomon, son of David 
and king of Israel. After Solomon had been made king, he asked the Lord for an 
understanding mind, so it is no surprise that we find the truths of the doctrines of 
grace in his writings. In this lecture, Dr. Lawson highlights the depravity of man and 
the sovereignty of God in the books of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes in order to establish 
that God alone has the authority to bring about His saving purposes in the hearts of 
sinful men. 

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Understand basic literary features of the book of Proverbs
• Recognize how the sovereignty of God is fundamentally a doctrine of comfort
• Explain important verse in the books of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes

KEY IDEAS

• The book of Proverbs makes a sharp distinction between the righteous and the 
wicked, which provides a basis for many of the proverbial sayings therein. 

• The sovereignty of God extends to the most minute details of life, and His provi-
dential rule extends even over the human heart.

• The emphasis on God’s sovereignty in the books of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes is a 
source of great comfort in the Christian life.
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.

• Do you use the book of Proverbs as measure and rule for your behavior?

• How much of your day thus far would you say has been ordained by God?

• If you could place every person into two main categories of people, what would 
they be?

Scripture Reading

The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel: To know wisdom and instruction, 
to understand words of insight, to receive instruction in wise dealing, in righteousness, 
justice, and equity; to give prudence to  the simple, knowledge and discretion to the 
youth—Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who understands obtain 
guidance, to understand a proverb and a saying, the words of the wise and their riddles. 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.

 —Proverbs 1:1–7

• What is the purpose of the book of Proverbs according to this passage? How will the 
wise respond to the wisdom found in the book of Proverbs? How will the foolish?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

The Book of Proverbs 0:00–15:10

• What is the most basic contrast in the book of Proverbs?

• What does Proverbs 16:1 remind us about concerning God’s sovereignty?
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• Is the practice of casting lots based on chance? If not, what is it based upon?

The Book of Ecclesiastes 15:10–24:24

• Ecclesiastes 3:1 reads, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every mat-
ter under heaven.” What does this verse imply?

• Ecclesiastes 3:15 reads, “That which is, already has been; that which is to be, 
already has been.” How does Dr. Lawson explain this verse?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.

• What is man’s fundamental problem? Why do the wicked speak and do evil?

 
If you are in a group, have the members read Matthew 12:33–37 and discuss how 
Jesus’ teaching agrees with the book of Proverbs. How much stress is placed on a 
person’s speech in Matthew 12:33–37? What do the tree and the fruit represent?

• Proverbs 21:1 reads, “The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the 
Lord; he turns is wherever he will.” How did Dr. Lawson explain the imagery of 
this verse? Why does Dr. Lawson consider this a comforting verse?

 
If you are in a group, have the members also consider Proverbs 16:4, which reads, 
“The Lord has made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of 
trouble.” How is this verse also a comfort? Who were some of the examples that 
Dr. Lawson gave that reinforces this point?

• What has been the most difficult teaching to fathom related to God’s sovereignty 
in the book of Proverbs?
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If you are in a group, have the members discuss what they considered to be the 
most difficult teaching to fathom related to God’s sovereignty in the book of 
Proverbs. Have the members discuss their understanding of the relationship of 
man’s responsibility and God’s sovereignty.

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for His eternal knowledge of the beginning and the end. 
• Confess ways in which you have doubted God because of the nature of this 

world.
• Thank God for revealing to you His all-wise and sovereign control of all His 

creation.
• Ask God for wisdom, knowing that God has promised it to those who ask 

(James 1:5). 

REVIEW QUIZ

Use these multiple-choice questions to measure what you learned from this lesson.

1. When do the individual maxims of wisdom begin in the book of Proverbs? 
a. Proverbs 1
b. Proverbs 2
c. Proverbs 8
d. Proverbs 10

2. What statement best summarizes the teaching of Proverbs concerning the rela-
tionship between someone’s heart and someone’s speech?
a. Words do not fully express the heart.
b. Words come directly from the heart.
c. Words can be good even if the heart is bad.
d. Words cannot indicate the state of one’s heart.

3. What is a king’s heart compared to in this lecture?
a. To the casting of lots
b. To channels of water
c. To appointed seasons
d. To a beast of burden

4. Proverbs 16:4, which reads, “The Lord has made everything for its purpose, even 
the wicked for the day of trouble.” Whom did Dr. Lawson not use as an example 
of this?
a. Judas
b. Pilate
c. Herod
d. Caiaphas
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5. The casting of lots in the Old and New Testament is based on a firm belief in the 
sovereignty of God.
a. True
b. False

6. What illustration from Ecclesiastes did Dr. Lawson use to highlight the inscruta-
bility of God’s ways?
a. The soaring of a hawk
b. The birth of mountain goats
c. The formation of a child in the womb
d. The laying of the foundations of the earth
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

These are personal questions. The answers should be based on your own knowledge and 
experience.

Scripture Reading

• What is the purpose of the book of Proverbs according to this passage? How will 
the wise respond to the wisdom found in the book of Proverbs? How will the 
foolish?

This passage reveals the purpose of the book of Proverbs: “to know wisdom and 
instruction, to understand words of insight, to receive instruction in wise dealing, 
in righteousness, justice, and equity; to give prudence to the simple, knowledge and 
discretion to the youth” (Prov. 1:2–5). The wise will receive the instruction found in 
Proverbs and increase in learning and obtain guidance. The foolish, however, will 
not receive its instruction for lack of understanding, for they do not fear the Lord.

During the Video

The Book of Proverbs

• What is the most basic contrast in the book of Proverbs?

The most basic contrast in the book of Proverbs is between the righteous and the 
wicked. Throughout the book, this contrast can be used to trace the theme of man’s 
depravity and God’s sovereignty. 

• What does Proverbs 16:1 remind us about concerning God’s sovereignty?

Proverbs 16:1 reads, “The plans of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the 
tongue is from the Lord.” This proverb reminds us that God’s sovereignty not only 
extends over ordinary circumstances but also over the inner workings of the human 
heart. Man is able to make plans and is commended for doing so, but God is ulti-
mately the One who enables the plans to be executed.

• Is the practice of casting lots based on chance? If not, what is it based on?

The practice of casting lots was not based on the idea of chance but rather on the 
concept of the sovereignty of God. In Acts 1, lots were cast to decide who would 
replace Judas as an Apostle. The prayer of the disciples further reveals how foun-
dational the sovereignty of God was in their decision to cast lots: “You, Lord, who 
know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen” (Acts 1:24).
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The Book of Ecclesiastes 

• Ecclesiastes 3:1 reads, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every mat-
ter under heaven.” What does this verse imply?

This verse implies that, if there is a season and a time for every matter under 
heaven, these seasons and times must have been appointed by God. While this idea 
may only be implied in 3:1, Ecclesiastes 3:14 further underscores God’s sovereignty 
over all things, “that whatever God does endures forever.”

• Ecclesiastes 3:15 reads, “That which is, already has been; that which is to be, 
already has been.” How does Dr. Lawson explain this verse?

Dr. Lawson explained this verse in terms of God’s sovereign omniscience. “That 
which is, already has been” should be understood in terms of what has been deter-
mined in the mind and will of God. “That which is to be, already has been” should 
also be understood in terms of God’s determined counsel, that even what has yet to 
occur will be sovereignly brought about by His will. 

After the Video

• What is man’s fundamental problem? Why do the wicked speak and do evil?

In comparing the righteous and wicked in the book of Proverbs, Dr. Lawson 
observed, “The heart of the human problem is the problem of the human heart.” 
The proverbs that deal with human speech reveal that the wicked speak and do evil 
because their hearts are fundamentally wicked. This truth underscores the reality 
of total depravity.

• Proverbs 21:1 reads, “The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the 
Lord; he turns is wherever he will.” How did Dr. Lawson explain the imagery of 
this verse? Why does Dr. Lawson consider this a comforting verse?

Dr. Lawson explained the imagery of this verse by retelling of his experience of see-
ing the complex system of irrigation along the Nile River in Egypt. There, farmers 
were able to direct the water through a network of boards so that the water would 
reach a desired part of a field. This verse is ultimately a verse of comfort because it 
demonstrates that God is sovereign over the affairs of a nation—and, indeed, of the 
world. No matter the manner of political upheaval in our world, it is all working 
out according to God’s sovereign plans.

• What has been the most difficult teaching to fathom related to God’s sovereignty 
in the book of Proverbs?

The answer to this question should reflect upon what you considered to be the most 
difficult teaching to fathom in relation to God’s sovereignty in the book of Proverbs. 
Here are a number of proverbs that Dr. Lawson explored to consider: 16:1, 4, 33; 
19:21; 20:24; 21:1.
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REVIEW QUIZ

Lesson 10

1. D. 
The short individual maxims of wisdom begin in Proverbs 10. The first nine chap-
ters of Proverbs contain discourses of a wise father to his son about the praise of 
wisdom over folly. Dr. Lawson opened this lecture with this fact about the book of 
Proverbs.

2. B. 
Proverbs teaches that words can indicate the state of someone’s heart because 
words come directly from the heart. This is why Proverbs 10:20 can directly con-
trast the tongue of the righteous with the heart of the wicked: “The tongue of the 
righteous is choice silver; the heart of the wicked is of little worth.” 

3. B. 
In this lecture, Dr. Lawson taught significantly on Proverbs 21:1, which reads, “The 
king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; he turns it wherever he 
will.” Dr. Lawson further illumined this verse by picturing for us channels of water 
used to irrigate farmland near the Nile River.

4. D. 
Though all these men were known for wickedness during Jesus’ day, some especially 
so for their involvement with His death, Dr. Lawson did not mention Caiaphas as 
an illustration of Proverbs 16:4. Caiaphas was a high priest during Jesus’ ministry 
and trial. The other example that Dr. Lawson gave to illustrate Proverbs 16:4 was 
Pharaoh.

5. A. 
The casting of lots was not seen as an exercise in mere chance for making important 
decisions but was a way in which people discerned the mind of the Lord. The reason 
why this was seen as a legitimate practice was because the fundamental principle 
behind the casting of lots was the sovereignty of God in every minute detail of life.

6. C. 
Dr. Lawson used the illustration of the formation of a baby in the mother’s womb as 
an example of the inscrutability of God’s ways. The other illustrations could like-
wise magnify the unsearchableness of God’s ways, but they are all from the book of 
Job. 
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Messenger of Gospel Grace

INTRODUCTION

The book of Isaiah has been called “The Fifth Gospel.” It is the first book found in the 
prophetical works of the Old Testament and is full of the truth of God’s sovereignty 
in salvation, pointing forward to the Messiah who would come to accomplish it. In 
this lecture, Dr. Lawson studies the major passages in Isaiah that demonstrate the 
consistency of the biblical witness about the doctrines of grace. 

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Identify various passages in the book of Isaiah that teach the doctrines of grace
• Appreciate the significance of the holiness of God in the book of Isaiah
• Comprehend aspects of the historical context of the book of Isaiah

KEY IDEAS

• The book of Isaiah is popularly known for its picture of gospel such that the 
prophet Isaiah has been called “the evangelical prophet.” 

• The book of Isaiah teaches us that coming before a holy God exposes the full 
measure of our sin and gives us an accurate assessment of ourselves in light of 
His holiness.

• God is able to use sinful men for His purposes in order to display His sovereign 
power.
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.

• What doctrine of grace do you anticipate being most prevalent in the Old Testa-
ment prophets?

• In which book of the Old Testament do you most clearly see Jesus Christ? Why?

• Why did God send prophets to the people of Israel?

Scripture Reading

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, 
smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed 
for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his 
wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—
to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, 
and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. By oppres-
sion and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered that 
he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people?

—Isaiah 53:4–9

• How does this passage reveal elements of the doctrine of definite atonement?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Sinful Man, Holy God 0:00–9:57

• What is the metaphorical image contained in Isaiah 1:5–6?
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• What does Dr. Lawson argue is a possible reason why Isaiah begins his message 
with the bad news of man’s total depravity?

• Why is Isaiah’s remark “I am a man of unclean lips” surprising?

God’s Power 9:57–25:12

• Whom does the term “servant” refer to in Isaiah 41:8–9? What doctrine of grace 
do these verses reinforce? Whom does it also refer to in other parts of the book 
of Isaiah?

• What distinguishes the one true, living God from false idols in Isaiah 46:9–10?

• Who is the “bird of prey from the east” in Isaiah 46:11? How long before he 
appeared on the world scene was this prophecy made?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.

• What does Isaiah’s encounter with God teach us about what happens when 
people understand the holiness of God?

 
If you are in a group, have the members read Revelation 1:17. What is similar in 
John’s encounter with God and Isaiah’s encounter with God? Also read Revela-
tion 22:8–9. What further does this teach you?

• How does Isaiah 53 begin with a statement about total depravity?

 
If you are in a group, have the members read John 12:37–43. Why does John 
quote from Isaiah 53:1? Who is Isaiah 53 about? John also quotes from Isaiah 
6:10. What reason does John give for Isaiah’s saying these things?
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• What do you consider to be the most powerful imagery from the book of Isaiah 
that describes the doctrine of total depravity?

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss what they considered to be 
the most powerful image of total depravity in the book of Isaiah. How does it 
increase you hatred of sin and love for Christ?

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for His holiness and His righteous standards. 
• Confess how you fail to honor God as holy when you sin against Him.
• Thank God for freely offering His Son as a gift of righteousness for those who 

trust Him.
• Ask God that you might esteem Him in all His holiness so that you are not 

tempted to sin. 

REVIEW QUIZ

Use these multiple-choice questions to measure what you learned from this lesson.

1. How many prophetical books are there in the Old Testament?
a. 3
b. 5
c. 12
d. 17

2. Who is the prophet Isaiah also known as? 
a. The “preexilic prophet”
b. The “evangelical prophet”
c. The “prophet of judgement”
d. The “prophet of reconciliation”

3. What book of the Bible did Dr. Lawson compare the book of Isaiah to in terms of 
how it begins with man’s sin in order to show the gospel’s goodness?
a. Matthew
b. Romans
c. Ephesians
d. Revelation
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4. Which of the following is not a rhetorical question about God’s sovereignty asked 
in the book of Isaiah?
a. “There is none who can deliver from my hand; I work, who can turn it 

back?”
b. “For the Lord of hosts has purposed, and who will annul it?”
c. “His hand is stretched out, and who will turn it back?”
d. “Who has believed what he has heard from us?”

5. Artaxerxes was the king predicted to overtake Israel in Isaiah 46:11.
a. True
b. False

6. What does Isaiah describe our righteous deeds as?
a. Red like crimson
b. White as snow
c. Choice silver
d. Filthy rags
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

These are personal questions. The answers should be based on your own knowledge and 
experience.

Scripture Reading

• How does this passage reveal elements of the doctrine of definite atonement?

This passage reveals elements of the doctrine of definite atonement by clearly indi-
cating that the Messiah would die a substitutionary death, having our sins laid 
upon Him. This passage also uses particular language that qualifies whose sins 
would be laid upon Him, helping us see that such pronouns like “our” and “us” 
ultimately refer God’s people, those who have peace with God because of His death: 
“Who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the 
transgression of my people?”

During the Video

Sinful Man, Holy God 

• What is the metaphorical image contained in Isaiah 1:5–6?

The metaphorical image contained in Isaiah 1:5–6 is nothing short of total deprav-
ity, the spread of sin over the totality of one’s being. Isaiah expresses this in terms 
of the body: “The whole head is sick, the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot 
even to the head, there is no soundness in it.”

• What does Dr. Lawson argue is a possible reason why Isaiah begins his message 
with the bad news of man’s total depravity?

Dr. Lawson argued that it was possible that Isaiah began his message with the bad 
news of man’s total depravity because the bad news of man’s sin is a prerequisite 
for the good news of the gospel. We have to know how bad man is before we can 
understand how glorious the grace of God is.

• Why is Isaiah’s remark “I am a man of unclean lips” surprising?

Dr. Lawson described his surprise about Isaiah’s statement “I am a man of unclean 
lips” based on the fact that Isaiah was a prophet. If Isaiah could have boasted in 
anything, one would think it would be his lips, which heralded the message of God. 
Rather, when faced with God’s holiness, he saw the full measure of his sin and pro-
nounced woe upon himself.
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God’s Power 

• Whom does the term “servant” refer to in Isaiah 41:8–9? What doctrine of grace 
do these verses reinforce? Whom does it also refer to in other parts of the book 
of Isaiah?

In Isaiah 41:8–9, the nation of Israel is directly referred to as God’s servant: “But 
you, Israel, my servant . . . I have chosen you and not cast you off.” These verses 
clearly teach the doctrine of sovereign election. Dr. Lawson also mentioned that the 
term “servant” is also applied to a pagan king, Cyrus, demonstrating God’s sover-
eign power.

• What distinguished the one true, living God from false idols in Isaiah 46:9–10?

Dr. Lawson emphasized that Isaiah 46:9–10 gives a unique qualification about God 
that distinguishes Him from false idols. Unlike in other passages of Scripture where 
idols are dismissed as the mere works of human imaginations and human hands, 
the fact that God declares the end from the beginning sets Him apart in Isaiah 
46:9–10. God’s sovereign, declarative purposes prove all idols to be nothing more 
than false gods.

• Who is the “bird of prey from the east” in Isaiah 46:11? How long before he 
appeared on the world scene was this prophecy made?

The “bird of prey from the east” in Isaiah 46:11 is Cyrus, the king of the Medo-
Persian Empire. This prophecy about God’s intended use of Cyrus to chastise Israel 
was made one hundred years before he appeared on the world scene. 

After the Video

• What does Isaiah’s encounter with God teach us about what happens when 
people understand the holiness of God?

A key idea in this lecture focused on what happens when sinful man encounters a 
holy God. Like Isaiah, who declared himself a man of unclean lips, a person who fully 
grasps God’s holiness immediately sees the full extent of his own defilement and sin. 
Thanks be to God for Jesus Christ, in whom we can stand before God as righteous.

• How does Isaiah 53 begin with a statement about total depravity?

Dr. Lawson noted that Isaiah 53 begins with a statement about total depravity by 
asking a rhetorical question to highlight unbelief: “Who has believed what he has 
heard from us?” “No one” is the implied answer to this question—no one, of course, 
except those of whom God effectual calls through the proclamation of the good 
news of Jesus Christ.

• What do you consider to be the most powerful image from the book of Isaiah that 
describes the doctrine of total depravity?

The answer to this question should name what you considered to be the most pow-
erful description of our sin in the book of Isaiah. Some images from the book of 
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Isaiah include the wounded nation of Isaiah 1, the unclean lips of Isaiah 6, the deaf-
ness and blindness of Isaiah 42, the unbelief of Isaiah 53, and the polluted garments 
of Isaiah 64.

REVIEW QUIZ

Lesson 11

1. D. 
In the introduction to this lecture, Dr. Lawson mentioned the fact that there are 
seventeen prophetical books in the Old Testament. The prophets are divided into the 
Major and Minor Prophets. There are twelve Minor Prophets, leaving five books 
that constitute the Major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and 
Daniel.

2. B. 
Dr. Lawson explained that there is such a considerable amount of messianic proph-
ecy in the book of Isaiah that the prophet Isaiah is known as the “evangelical 
prophet.” Though he certainly was a preexilic prophet who pronounced a coming 
judgment, Isaiah’s proclamation of evangelical truth cannot be understated.

3. B. 
Dr. Lawson noted that the book of Isaiah can be compared to the book of Romans. 
In Isaiah 1, there is a treatment of man’s sin and rebellion. Likewise, in Romans 1–3, 
Paul makes the case that all men are unrighteous and need to be justified by faith in 
Christ. Isaiah and Paul begin their messages with bad news in order that we might 
know the good news in Christ.

4. D. 
Each of these rhetorical questions was quoted in this lecture, and all of them come 
from the book of Isaiah. Only one of them is not directly related to God’s sover-
eignty: “Who has believed what he has heard from us?” Dr. Lawson connected this 
question to the doctrine of total depravity. 

5. B. 
Cyrus the Great of Persia is the ruler who was predicted to overtake Israel in Isaiah 
46:11, the “bird of prey from the east.” Artaxerxes was also a name of many kings of 
Persia, but they ruled after Cyrus. Artaxerxes I is the ruler named in Ezra 7:1.

6. D. 
In Isaiah 64:6, our righteous deeds are compared to a “polluted garment.” Apart 
from the righteousness of Christ, none of our deeds can make us righteous before a 
holy God. Elsewhere in Isaiah, our sins are described as “red like crimson” (Isa. 1:18)
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Herald of Covenant Promise

INTRODUCTION

The prophet Jeremiah began his ministry during the reforms of King Josiah. He 
witnessed the short-lived reforms in Judah and prophesied of a coming exile at the 
hands of the Babylonians. The prophecies and laments about this historic event are 
contained the books of Jeremiah and Lamentations. In this lesson, Dr. Lawson exam-
ines these books to direct our attention to the promises of God during one of the most 
calamitous times in the history of Israel.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Reference various passages that teach the doctrines of grace in Jeremiah
• Recognize the significance of the promise of the new covenant in Jeremiah
• Reference various passages that teach the doctrines of grace in Lamentations

KEY IDEAS

• The book of Jeremiah begins with an emphatic statement of God’s sovereign 
election in Jeremiah’s call to be a prophet to God’s people Israel.

• The book of Jeremiah clearly testifies to the moral inability of man, who cannot 
choose good because his heart is set on evil.

• The promise of the new covenant in the book of Jeremiah teaches that saving 
faith is a spiritual reality that God works in the heart; it isn’t a mere external 
profession.
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.

• Is there any way an ordinary Christian can identify with someone called to an 
extraordinary office such as a prophet like Isaiah or Jeremiah?

• How have you faced the trials you have undergone in your life? Have you taken 
peace in knowing who God is in the midst of them?

Scripture Reading

Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a 
righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness 
in the land. In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And 
this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” For thus 
says the Lord: “David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel, 
and the Levitical priests shall never lack a man in my presence to offer burnt offerings, 
to burn grain offerings, and to make sacrifices forever.” The word of the Lord came to 
Jeremiah: “Thus says the Lord: If you can break my covenant with the day and my cov-
enant with the night, so that day and night will not come at their appointed time, then 
also my covenant with David my servant may be broken, so that he shall not have a son 
to reign on his throne, and my covenant with the Levitical priests my ministers.

—Jeremiah 33:14–19

• Is this prophecy from Jeremiah fulfilled? How?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Jeremiah’s Call and the Problem of the Heart 0:00–12:02

• When did God consecrate Jeremiah to the office of a prophet? What doctrine of 
grace does this affirm?
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• Why does it not make sense to say that God’s foreknowledge is the result of His 
looking down the corridors of time?

• What two illustrations, in the form of questions, does Jeremiah use to show 
man’s moral inability to do good when he is accustomed to doing evil?

• How does Jeremiah describe the human heart? What hope do we have?

The New Covenant 12:02–24:12 

• What is significant about the tense of the verb in Jeremiah 31:3?

• What does God promise to do in the new covenant? What will be the result of 
this?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.

• Jeremiah 1:5 reads, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you.” What does 
this mean? What does it not mean? What other way does the Bible use the verb 
to know?

 
If you are in a group, have the members discuss the implications of Jeremiah 1:5 
for the sanctity of life. Can a case be made for the sanctity of life from this verse?

• What is someone’s falling away from a profession of the Christian faith evidence 
of ?

 
If you are in a group, have the members read 1 John 2:19. What does this verse 
say about those who fall away? Also read 1 John 2:3–6. Does the doctrine of the 
perseverance of the saints mean we do not need to strive after these things? Why 
or why not?
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• How does the book of Lamentations give you confidence that God will help you 
persevere in the faith?

If you are in a group, have the members read Lamentations 1. Why is the assur-
ance of God’s faithfulness in Lamentations 3 important from what you can gather 
about the context of Lamentations 1? What are some implications of this for your 
own life?

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for His electing grace and His power to carry it out. 
• Confess ways in which you doubt God’s persevering love in times of trial.
• Thank God for the new covenant in which He has written His law upon your 

heart. 
• Ask God for strength to endure during trials and remembrance of His covenant love. 

REVIEW QUIZ

Use these multiple-choice questions to measure what you learned from this lesson.

1. What doctrine of grace does the book of Jeremiah begin with?
a. Total depravity
b. Unconditional election
c. Limited atonement
d. Irresistible grace

2. What designation did Dr. Lawson give to the prophet Jeremiah? 
a. The “radical prophet”
b. The “mighty prophet”
c. The “weeping prophet”
d. The “evangelical prophet”

3. What relationship between God and Israel is used as a metaphor in the book of 
Jeremiah that is also used in the book of Romans?
a. A father to a daughter
b. A husband to a wife
c. A potter to the clay
d. A shepherd to the sheep

4. What does God promise in the new covenant in Jeremiah 31?
a. To give us a new heart and a new spirit
b. To write His law on our hearts
c. To remove our hearts of stone
d. To give us a heart of flesh
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5. God’s foreknowledge is not something that He acquired by looking down the cor-
ridors of time.
a. True
b. False

6. What hymn is taken from the book of Lamentations?
a. “Be Still, My Soul”
b. “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
c. “Let Your Heart Be Broken”
d. “O Come and Mourn with Me Awhile”



Answer Key—Herald of Covenant Promise

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

These are personal questions. The answers should be based on your own knowledge and 
experience.

Scripture Reading

• Is this prophecy from Jeremiah fulfilled? How?

This prophecy from Jeremiah is fulfilled, and it has been fulfilled by Jesus Christ. 
He is the Branch from David who executed perfect justice and righteousness and 
took His seat at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. The book of Hebrews 
also reveals that the promise of a perpetual priestly ministry is fulfilled in the new 
covenant by Christ (Heb. 5:6–10; 7:11–25). This promise is also fulfilled by His very 
own people, who are priests by virtue of their union with Him (1 Peter 2:5, 9).

During the Video

Jeremiah’s Call and the Problem of the Heart 

• When did God consecrate Jeremiah to the office of a prophet? What doctrine of 
grace does this affirm?

Jeremiah 1:5 firmly states that God consecrated Jeremiah to the office of a prophet 
before he was even conceived in his mother’s womb: “Before I formed you in the 
womb I know you and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you 
a prophet to the nations.” This affirms the doctrine of unconditional or sovereign 
election. If Jeremiah was lovingly known by God before conception, then God’s 
choice could not have been conditioned on anything in Jeremiah.

• Why does it not make sense to say that God’s foreknowledge is the result of His 
looking down the corridors of time?

Dr. Lawson stressed that such an understanding of God’s foreknowledge is nonsen-
sical because God is the One who ordains the future. Why would God need to look 
into the future to learn anything about it if He has already ordained it? Scripture 
clearly teaches that God declares the end from the beginning, as we learned from 
Isaiah 46:10 in the previous lecture.

• What two illustrations, in the form of questions, does Jeremiah uses to show 
man’s moral inability to do good when accustomed to doing evil?



92  Answer Key—Herald of Covenant Promise

Jeremiah uses a string of rhetorical questions in Jeremiah 13:23 to drive home the 
point that man is morally unable to do good because his heart is set on evil. The first 
question uses the illustration of a person’s being unable to change the color of his 
skin. The second uses the illustration of a leopard’s being unable to change his spots. 
Similarly, we are unable to bring good from evil. 

• How does Jeremiah describe the human heart? What hope do we have?

Jeremiah describes the human heart as “deceitful above all things, and desperately 
sick” (Jer. 17:9). The heart is so deceptive, it is hard to understand. Jeremiah stresses 
this point by asking, “Who can understand it?” Thankfully, God is able search our 
hearts. He gives Christians the light of His Word and the renewal of the Holy Spirit 
that we may know how to please Him.

The New Covenant  

• What is significant about the tense of the verb in Jeremiah 31:3?

Jeremiah 31:3 reads, “I have loved you with an everlasting love.” The tense of the 
verb is the past tense. As Dr. Lawson stressed, this is significant for the doctrine of 
sovereign election because the tense of the verb points backward to God’s everlasting 
love instead of pointing forward as if to say God will love us with an everlasting love.   

• What does God promise to do in the new covenant? What will be the result of this?

In the new covenant, God promises to write His law on our hearts. The result of this 
is that we will have a new relationship with God, as we read in Jeremiah 31:33: “I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people.”

After the Video

• Jeremiah 1:5 reads, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you.” What does 
this mean? What does it not mean? What other way does the Bible use the verb 
to know?

Jeremiah 1:5 describes God’s foreknowledge of Jeremiah. This does not merely 
mean that God knew about Jeremiah beforehand, but rather that He loved him and 
chose him to be a prophet. Dr. Lawson placed emphasis on the intimate nature of 
this language by noting how this is the same verb used of the relationship between 
a husband and a wife, as in the case of Adam and Eve (Gen. 4:1).

• What is someone’s falling away from a profession of the Christian faith evidence 
of ?

If someone who professed Christ should fall away from that profession of faith 
and deny it, it is evidence that he never knew the Lord to begin with and professed 
falsely. If someone has a genuine relationship with God, he will persevere in the 
faith by God’s sustaining hand and will not be able to totally or finally fall away 
from the state of grace.
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• How does the book of Lamentations give you confidence that God will help you 
persevere in the faith?

The book of Lamentations contains a powerful statement that affirms the doc-
trine of the perseverance of the saints, stressing the enduring love of the Lord: “The 
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end” (Lam. 
3:22). In this verse, the prophet Jeremiah gives us hope that God’s compassion will 
never fail and that the same love in which he saves us will endure to the end.

REVIEW QUIZ

Lesson 12

1. B. 
Unlike the book of Isaiah, which Dr. Lawson stressed began with notes of the doc-
trine of total depravity, Jeremiah begins with the doctrine of unconditional election, 
which is also known as sovereign election. This doctrine can be seen in the language 
of the prophet’s call to ministry (Jer. 1:5).

2. C. 
We learned that Isaiah is known as the “evangelical prophet” in the previous lec-
ture. In this lecture, Dr. Lawson referred to Jeremiah as the “weeping prophet.” This 
is a common designation for the prophet. One can think of the book of Lamentations 
as a whole and Jeremiah 9:1, in which Jeremiah exclaims, “Oh that my head were 
waters, and my eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the 
slain of the daughter of my people!” 

3. C. 
Dr. Lawson noted that the Apostle Paul uses a metaphor from the book of Jeremiah 
in the book of Romans. In Jeremiah 18:6, God’s relationship with Israel is described 
as that of a potter to the clay: “Behold, like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you 
in my hand, O house of Israel.” Paul uses this same metaphor in Romans 9:21.

4. B. 
All of these are promises of the new covenant, but only one of these has language 
directly taken from the book of Jeremiah, which was covered in this lecture: “But 
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
declares the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts” 
(Jer. 31:33). Each of the other options is certainly true of the new covenant, but they 
are taken from the book of Ezekiel.

5. A. 
It is nonsensical to say that God’s foreknowledge is something that He acquired. 
God knows all things because He has determined the end from the beginning. 
Foreknowledge involves God’s electing and sovereign love, as can be deduced from 
Romans 8:29.
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6. B. 
The famous hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” is based on Lamentations 3:22–23: 
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they 
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” Dr. Lawson noted this when dis-
cussing how these verses affirm the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints.
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13

Prophets of Renewal & Power

INTRODUCTION

Like the book of Jeremiah, the book of Ezekiel is filled with God’s promises to make 
a renewed people for Himself. For this reason, Ezekiel is rich with the truth of the 
working of God’s sovereign grace in the heart. In this lesson, Dr. Lawson focuses on 
the new covenant promises in the book of Ezekiel as well as key passages about the 
sovereignty of God in the book of Daniel.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Understand the sequential and logical priority of regeneration over faith
• Highlight aspects the new covenant promises as reiterated in the book of Ezekiel
• Identify key passages that teach the sovereignty of God in the book of Daniel

KEY IDEAS

• The book of Ezekiel reiterates our need for God’s sovereign work in the heart in 
making our stubborn and rebellious hearts soft and responsive to Him.

• The work of regeneration is not a cooperative, synergistic effort between God 
and man; it is monergistic—the work of God alone.

• The book of Daniel highly exalts God by firmly asserting His divine sovereignty 
over all kings and all nations.

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.
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• Did you believe and become born again? Or were you born again and then 
believed?

• Do you have assurance of salvation? What is your assurance based on?

Scripture Reading

The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and 
set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led me around among 
them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they 
were very dry. And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, 
“O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to 
them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: 
Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. And I will lay sinews upon 
you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in 
you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

—Ezekiel 37:1–6

• Which of the doctrines of grace are clearly taught in this passage?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Our Need for a New Heart 0:00–11:50

• How are the people to whom Ezekiel is sent described? Why does God describe 
them to Ezekiel in this way?

• What is God’s remedy for the people of Israel in Ezekiel 11?

• What is significant about the pronouns used in Ezekiel 11:19?

• What is the relationship between faith and regeneration in the new birth?

Cleansed from Within 11:50–27:43

• What does the water of Ezekiel 36 and John 3 refer to metaphorically?
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• What does God promise to cleanse us from in Ezekiel 36?

• Why does Dr. Lawson describe preaching as seemingly illogical?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.

• In your own words, how would you describe the characteristics of a heart of stone? 
How does such a heart respond to God? How does such a heart relate to men?

 
If you are in a group, have the members describe their experience of the heart 
transplant of the new covenant. If there hasn’t been a day in which they have not 
known the Lord, how has their heart always been pliable to Him?

• What is the outward evidence that God has given someone a heart of flesh? Do 
you find this evidence in your own life?

 
If you are in a group, have the members read 1 John 1:5–10; 2:3–6, 9–11. What 
guidelines do these verses provide to help you determine the condition of your 
heart?

• How does God display His power in the book of Daniel?

 
If you are in a group, have the members read Daniel 4:28–37. How is Nebuchad-
nezzar able to affirm the truth that God is able to humble those who walk in 
pride? How does Nebuchadnezzar’s perspective on his own kingdom change? 

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for His covenant love and faithfulness in the renewal of your heart. 
• Confess your lack of humility and the boldness with which you are able to sin.
• Thank God for giving you a desire for obedience.  
• Ask God to humble you so that you might depend on His Spirit fully. 
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REVIEW QUIZ

Use these multiple-choice questions to measure what you learned from this lesson.

1. What key word is used to describe Israel in Ezekiel 2?
a. Sincere
b. Diseased 
c. Repentant 
d. Rebellious 

2. What word did Dr. Lawson use to describe regeneration? 
a. Coactive
b. Synergistic
c. Monergistic
d. Harmonious

3. What is the heart understood to represent in the Old Testament?
a. Our desires
b. Our thoughts
c. Our emotions
d. Our inner person

4. What two metaphors are used of the Spirit’s work in the new birth in John 3?
a. Water and light
b. Water and wind
c. Water and flesh
d. Water and fire

5. Everyone who is born again will be careful to walk in obedience to God.
a. True
b. False

6. Who is the prime example of God’s sovereignty in the book of Daniel?
a. Cyrus
b. Daniel
c. Nebuchadnezzar
d. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

These are personal questions. The answers should be based on your own knowledge and 
experience.

Scripture Reading

• Which of the doctrines of grace are clearly taught in this passage?

Two doctrines of grace are clearly taught in this passage: total depravity and irre-
sistible grace. Apart from God, we are like the dry bones in Ezekiel 37; we have no 
spiritual life in us. Thanks be to God that He sovereignly calls us out of this state 
of sin and misery and that His grace is irresistible: “Behold, I will cause breath to 
enter you, and you shall live” (Ezek. 37:5).

During the Video

Our Need for a New Heart 

• How are the people to whom Ezekiel is sent described? Why does God describe 
them to Ezekiel in this way?

Ezekiel is sent to the people of Israel, and they are described as a rebellious people, 
as stubborn and obstinate children (Ezek. 2:3–4). God describes them in this man-
ner as a forewarning to the prophet that they would reject his message. 

• What is God’s remedy for the people of Israel in Ezekiel 11?

God’s remedy for the stubborn hard-heartedness of Israel is to give them a new 
heart and to put a new spirit within them (Ezek. 11:19). In order to save His people, 
God cannot do anything less than remove their spiritually dead hearts of stone and 
replace them with spiritually responsive hearts of flesh.

• What is significant about the pronouns used in Ezekiel 11:19?

The pronouns in Ezekiel 11:19 demonstrate the sovereign, monergistic work of God 
in regeneration. Notice the first-person-singular pronoun usage: “And I will give 
them one heart, and a new spirit I will put within them. I will remove the heart of 
stone from their flesh and give them a heart of flesh.”

• What is the relationship between faith and regeneration in the new birth?
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In order for someone to believe the gospel, God must first change his heart and 
give him the gift of faith. This truth establishes the relationship between faith and 
regeneration in the new birth. Regeneration must precede faith.

Cleansed from Within

• What is the water of Ezekiel 36 and John 3 referring to metaphorically?

The water of Ezekiel 36 and John 3 metaphorically refers to the cleansing of the 
Holy Spirit in the miracle of the new birth.   

• What does God promise to cleanse us from in Ezekiel 36?

In Ezekiel 36, God promises to cleanse us from all of our idols: “I will sprinkle clean 
water on you, and you shall be clean from all you uncleannesses, and from all your 
idols I will cleanse you” (Ezek. 36:25).

• Why does Dr. Lawson describe preaching as seemingly illogical?

Dr. Lawson said that preaching, humanly speaking, is illogical in the context of 
God’s command to Ezekiel to prophesy to the bones. Like Ezekiel, every preacher 
of the gospel, in calling people to repent and believe, is preaching to the spiritu-
ally dead. Apart from the sovereign work of the Holy Spirit, the preacher’s work is 
seemingly illogical because the spiritually dead cannot respond in faith.

After the Video

• In your own words, how would you describe the characteristics of a heart of 
stone? How does such a heart respond to God? How does such a heart relate to 
men?

The answer to this question should describe what you consider to be character-
istics of the unconverted heart and how it responds and relates to God and man, 
respectively.

• What is the outward evidence that God has given someone a heart of flesh? Do 
you find this evidence in your own life?

The most fundamental outward evidence that God has given someone a heart of 
flesh is obedience. Obedience is a manifestation of someone’s faith. It is the outward 
expression of a heart of flesh and God’s purpose for giving someone a heart of flesh: 
“I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, that 
they may walk in my statutes and keep my rules and obey them” (Ezek. 11:19–20).

• How does God display His power in the book of Daniel?

God’s primary display of His power in the book of Daniel is in the humiliation and 
praise of King Nebuchadnezzar. When God humbled him, Nebuchadnezzar realized 
that God’s reign as King was not like his own. Nebuchadnezzar could be removed 
from his throne, while the King of kings never could, “for his dominion is an everlast-
ing dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation” (Dan. 4:34).
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REVIEW QUIZ

Lesson 13

1. D. 
In Ezekiel 2:3–4, Dr. Lawson noted that Israel is described as “rebellious.” The rea-
son why he highlighted this description of Israel was to underscore the doctrine of 
total depravity, showing how generations of Israelites had been rebelling against the 
Lord. Other descriptors from these verses are “stubborn” and “obstinate.” 

2. C. 
Dr. Lawson used a crucial term to describe regeneration: monergistic. Regeneration 
is not a synergistic process by which we partner with God for our spiritual renewal. 
Rather, it is all of God. He is the sole active agent working in our hearts. 

3. D. 
The Hebrews understood the heart to represent the totality of a person’s inner 
being. It refers to a person’s mind, will, emotions, and desires. This is significant to 
understand God’s new covenant promise to give His people a new heart.

4. B. 
Water and wind are the two metaphors used of the Spirit’s work in John 3. As in 
Ezekiel 36, water is a metaphor of the Spirit’s cleansing work. In John 3, wind is 
also used as a metaphor to describe the Spirit’s power and sovereignty: “The wind 
blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit” (John 3:8).

5. A. 
There are no exceptions to this truth, for obedience is a fundamental part of God’s 
new covenant promise: “And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk 
in my statues and be careful to obey my rules” (Ezek. 36:27).

6. C. 
Certainly, all men do point to the sovereignty of God, for God is sovereign over all. 
In the book of Daniel particularly, Nebuchadnezzar is the prime example of the 
sovereignty of God because he was a man of significant power who was humbled by 
God Almighty. The humbling of Nebuchadnezzar and his praise of the one true God 
show that the sovereignty of God is the central theme of the book of Daniel.
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Minor Prophets, Major Message

INTRODUCTION

The prophets warned the Israelites before exile, strengthened them during exile, 
and gave them hope after exile. This hope was founded on the fundamental truth 
that salvation is of the Lord. In this lesson, Dr. Lawson surveys the Minor Prophets 
by highlighting the doctrines of grace to demonstrate that, though they are called 
“Minor” Prophets, they have a major message.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Grasp the historical context of the Minor Prophets
• Identify passages that teach the doctrines of grace in the Minor Prophets
• Recognize the centrality of the Word of God as an instrumental means of 

conversion

KEY IDEAS

• The twelve books known as the Minor Prophets are named as such for their rel-
atively short length and are set within the pre- and postexilic periods of Israel’s 
history.

• The sovereignty of God extends over secondary means, not only over ultimate 
ends, such that the effectual call of God accompanies the preaching of the Word 
of God. 
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.
• Have you ever read the Minor Prophets? What did you find in them, or what do 

you expect to find in them, in terms of the doctrines of grace?

• Is it accurate to speak of unbelievers as seeking after God? Why or why not? 
Before God saved you, were you actively seeking God? How so?

Scripture Reading

Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh, 
that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah arose and 
went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly 
great city, three days’ journey in breadth. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s 
journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the 
people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the 
greatest of them to the least of them. 

 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of 
the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it.

 —Jonah 3:1–5, 10

• How does Jonah respond to God’s call? How do the Ninevites respond to Jonah’s 
message? How does God respond to the Ninevites’ response?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

The Prophet Hosea 0:00–10:40

• Why did God tell Hosea to take for himself a wife of harlotry?

• What did God tell Hosea to name his third child from Gomer? What does this 
name mean? What did it signify? 
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• How is it possible for a people who are not God’s people to become God’s people?

• How did God respond to the tribe of Ephraim’s idolatry? What doctrine does this 
teach?

The Prophets Jonah and Malachi 10:40–26:01

• What was Jonah’s response to God’s initial call? How was God’s sovereignty dis-
played despite Jonah’s response?

• What was God’s appointed means for the salvation of the Ninevites?

• Why was God’s choice of Jacob over Esau a seemingly unlikely choice?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.

• What did Dr. Lawson name as a supreme mark of a Christian in this lecture? 
What is a result of such a mark in a Christian’s life?

 
If you are in a group, have the members read Luke 14:25–33. Have you ever had 
difficulty with these verses? How has Dr. Lawson helped you interpret them?

• Who is speaking in Zechariah 12:10? 

 
If you are in a group, have the members read Zechariah 12:10 and Acts 2 in con-
junction. Where do you see fulfillment of the prophecy in Zechariah 12:10 in Act 2?

• Now that you have finished studying the doctrines of grace in the Old Testament, 
what was your favorite Old Testament example that clearly taught one of the 
doctrines of grace? Why?
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If you are in a group, have the members discuss what was their favorite Old Tes-
tament example that clearly taught one of the doctrines of grace and why it is 
their favorite.

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for His steadfast love and grace to you in spite of your sin. 
• Confess your reluctance to repent from your sins as quickly as you ought.
• Thank God for giving you the Holy Spirit to help you in the midst temptation.  
• Ask God to make you quick to yield to Him in obedience, unlike Jonah. 

REVIEW QUIZ

Use these multiple-choice questions to measure what you learned from this lesson.

1. How many of the books in the Minor Prophets are preexilic and postexilic?
a. Three preexilic; nine postexilic
b. Six preexilic; six postexilic
c. Eight preexilic; four postexilic 
d. Nine preexilic; three postexilic

2. Which of the following prophets was told to marry a wife of harlotry? 
a. Amos
b. Jonah
c. Hosea
d. Haggai

3. What does the name Lo-ammi mean?
a. “Not My Son”
b. “Not My God”
c. “Not My People”
d. “Not My Children”

4. The word chosen is used in Amos 3:2. What is the meaning of the Hebrew verb 
underlying this translation?
a. To love
b. To elect
c. To know
d. To make

5. “Salvation belongs to the Lord.” This excellent summary statement of the doc-
trines of grace is found in the book of Jonah.
a. True
b. False
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6. What example of God’s sovereign election does the book of Malachi begin with?
a. Cain and Abel
b. Esau and Jacob
c. David and Saul
d. Leah and Rachel
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REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

These are personal questions. The answers should be based on your own knowledge and 
experience.

Scripture Reading

• How does Jonah respond to God’s call? How do the Ninevites respond to Jonah’s 
message? How does God respond to the Ninevites’ response?

In this passage, Jonah responds to God’s call to go to Nineveh in obedience. Notice 
that this is the second time this word of the Lord came to Jonah. The first time, he 
responded in disobedience, but the second time, he went to Nineveh to preach as 
commanded. When the Ninevites heard Jonah’s message, they repented, even fast-
ing and wearing sackcloth. In response to the Ninevites’ repentance, God relented 
from destroying them, as He has promised to do for everyone who turns to Jesus 
Christ.

During the Video

The Prophet Hosea 

• Why did God tell Hosea to take for himself of harlotry?

God told Hosea to take for himself a wife of harlotry because Hosea’s marriage to 
a prostitute was intended to be a lesson to the Israelites of their spiritual adultery. 
Hosea’s marriage was a metaphor of Israel’s idolatry and unfaithfulness to God.

• What did God tell Hosea to name his third child from Gomer? What does this 
name mean? What did it signify? 

God told Hosea to name his third child from Gomer “Lo-ammi,” which is translated 
as “Not My People.” Hosea was to name his son “Not My People” to signify that 
Israel did not belong to God, that He was separated from them and no intimate 
relationship exists with Him on account of their idolatry. “You are not my people, 
and I am not your God” (Hos. 1:9).

• How is it possible for a people who are not God’s people to become God’s people?

In the book of Hosea, Israel is named “Not My People.” The only way for a people 
who are not God’s people to become God’s people is by God’s initiative. As Hosea 
2:23 demonstrates, it is only by God’s compassionate initiative that people are 
drawn to Him. 
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• How did God respond to the tribe of Ephraim’s idolatry? What doctrine does this 
teach?

In Hosea 4:17, the tribe of Ephraim’s idolatry is openly mentioned, and God declares, 
“Leave him alone.” This teaches the doctrine of sovereign election and the doctrine 
of divine reprobation. God actively chooses some but passes over others, as can be 
seen in God’s leaving the tribe of Ephraim to their sins.

The Prophets Jonah and Malachi

• What was Jonah’s response to God’s initial call? How was God’s sovereignty dis-
played despite Jonah’s response?

Jonah’s response to God’s initial call was to flee from the presence of God in the 
exact opposite direction. Jonah was called to go to Nineveh, east in the Assyrian 
Empire. Instead, he fled west to Tarshish, which is believed to be modern-day Spain. 
Despite Jonah’s response, God’s sovereignty was still mightily displayed, most espe-
cially in the great storm that resulted and His sovereign ordination of the great fish 
that would swallow Jonah. 

• What was God’s appointed means for the salvation of the Ninevites?

God’s appointed means for the salvation of the Ninevites was Jonah’s preaching. 
Apart from Jonah’s going to Nineveh and preaching, the Ninevites would not have 
repented from their sin and God would not have relented from the disaster He had 
promised to bring upon them. This demonstrates that God is sovereign over not 
only the ends but also the means in bringing about His will in all things. 

• Why was God’s choice of Jacob over Esau a seemingly unlikely choice?

God’s choice of Jacob over Esau was a seemingly unlikely choice because Esau was 
the firstborn and thus had priority over Jacob as an heir. God’s choice of Jacob was 
against what would have been expected, but it demonstrated His purpose of elec-
tion (Rom. 9:11).

After the Video

• What did Dr. Lawson name as a supreme mark of a Christian in this lecture? 
What is a result of such a mark in a Christian’s life?

Dr. Lawson named a supreme mark of a Christian to be the love of God. He noted 
that the prophet Hosea’s ministry to the Israelites was because of the fact that they 
did not love God supremely. Some of them loved other things more than God. A 
supreme mark of a Christian is the love of God above all else and at all costs, and 
a natural outworking of such a love is the proper ordering of relationships and an 
ability to love others rightly without making idols of them.

• Who is speaking in Zechariah 12:10?

Zechariah 12:10 reads, “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look 
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on me, on him whom they have pierced. . . .” This verse anticipates the crucifixion 
of Jesus Christ. The first-person pronouns indicate that the Son of God is speak-
ing. The switch of pronouns to the third person indicates that the Father is also 
speaking.

• Now that you have finished studying the doctrines of grace in the Old Testament, 
what was your favorite Old Testament example that clearly taught one of the 
doctrines of grace? Why?

The answer to this question should be based on your reflection on this and the pre-
vious lectures about the doctrines of grace in the Old Testament toward the end 
of selecting your favorite example that taught the doctrines of grace and why it is 
such.

REVIEW QUIZ

Lesson 14

1. D. 
Of the twelve Minor Prophets, nine are preexilic and three are postexilic. This was 
mentioned as a point of interest in Dr. Lawson’s introduction of the lesson. The nine 
preexilic books are Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 
and Zephaniah; the three postexilic books are Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. 
Notice the postexilic works are the last three books of the Old Testament.

2. C. 
God told Hosea to marry a wife of harlotry as a picture of God’s relationship to 
Israel in her unfaithfulness and idolatry. Hosea’s experience would be like God’s 
experience with His covenant people. 

3. C. 
The name Lo-ammi means “Not My People.” This was the name God told Hosea to 
give to his third child from Gomer. In judgment against Israel, God sternly declared, 
“You are not my people, and I am not your God.” God told Hosea to name his second 
child from Gomer “No Mercy,” because God’s continually extended compassion 
toward the northern kingdom of Israel was being withdrawn. Israel would soon be 
in exile.

4. C. 
The word chosen in some English translations of the Bible is literally the Hebrew 
word meaning “to know.” Dr. Lawson stressed this to demonstrate the close rela-
tionship between election and foreknowledge. For God to know someone is for 
Him to choose that person with a special, distinguishing love. In early lectures, Dr. 
Lawson demonstrated the synonymous relationship between God’s love and God’s 
choice.
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5. A. 
“Salvation belongs to the Lord” is an excellent summary statement of the doctrines 
of grace. It is found in Jonah 2:9. Dr. Lawson stressed this statement in Jonah’s 
prayer for deliverance from the belly of the great fish.

6. B. 
The book of Malachi begins with Jacob and Esau as examples of God’s sovereign 
election: “I have loved Jacob but Esau I have hated” (Mal. 1:2–3). The doctrine of 
election is demonstrated in God’s choice of Jacob before he was even born and able 
to do anything to merit God’s favor (Rom. 9:10–12).


