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Grace in James, John, & Jude

INTRODUCTION

The letters of James, 1–3 John, and Jude are part of the Catholic Epistles. They are 
“catholic” because they are universal, not being addressed to a particular church. In 
this lesson, Dr. Lawson searches these letters for the doctrines of grace so that we can 
see the overall unity of the Bible in proclaiming God’s sovereign mercies.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Locate the doctrines of grace in James, 1 John, and Jude
• Explain how to interpret difficult passages using Scripture alone

KEY IDEAS

• Regeneration is a monergistic work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of God.
• God’s sovereign choice in election is not based on worldly standards. 
• Regeneration occurs in an instant and precedes a faith that never ends.
• Difficult passages of Scripture must be interpreted through Scripture.

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.
• Why is the Word of God a central feature of our worship?



  

• How should Christians treat each other? How would you treat someone you 
knew was visiting your church for the first time?

• Is it possible for someone to be regenerate but not exercise faith?

Scripture Reading

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know 
that you have eternal life. And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we 
ask anything according to his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in what-
ever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.

—1 John 5:13–15

• What does John say is the reason for his letter? What doctrine of grace is implied 
in his reason?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

James 0:00–9:10

• What is the difference between monergism and synergism?

• What line in James 1:18 explicitly teaches the doctrine of irresistible grace? What 
else does it teach?

• What sin is James eager to confront in James 2:1–13? What doctrine of grace does 
this sin seemingly contradict?

1 John and Jude 9:10–24:48

• What are the tenses of the verbs “to believe” and “to be born” in 1 John 5:1?

• What short phrase does Dr. Lawson use to summarize the Reformed view about 
the relationship of faith and regeneration?



      

• What is the name of the method by which Dr. Lawson determined the meaning 
of “whole world” in 1 John 2:2?

• “To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ” 
(Jude 1). What connection does this greeting make?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.
• In James 2:1–13, James addresses the sin of partiality in the church, particularly 

about the church’s treatment of the rich. What are some other implications of 
James 2:1–13 for how various groups of people are to relate to one another?

 

• What is significant about the tenses of the verbs “to believe” and “to be born” in 1 
John 5:1?

 

• The beginning of Jude’s doxology reads, “Now to him who is able to keep you 
from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory 
with great joy” (v. 24). What does this reveal about our daily walk with the Lord 
and about how we will feel in His presence? What are some implications of this 
in your struggle against sin?

 

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 



  

• Praise God for the range of diversity within His church. 
• Confess your tendency to prioritize the things of this world over the things of 

God.
• Thank God for His promise to preserve all those He has called in Christ in the 

power of the Holy Spirit.
• Ask God to develop your ability to study the Bible so that you may know Him and 

walk in accordance with His will.

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


