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A Sermon of Grace

INTRODUCTION

The letter to the Hebrews can be viewed as a sermon in terms of both its length 
and content. It outlines the supremacy of Christ over all things, demonstrating His 
supremacy over the prophets, the angels, Moses, and the priesthood. In this lecture, 
Dr. Lawson surveys the doctrines of grace in the letter to the Hebrews with a special 
focus on the doctrines of limited atonement and the perseverance of the saints. 

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Identify the doctrines of grace in the letter to the Hebrews
• Interpret Hebrews 2:9 in its greater context to support of the doctrine of limited 

atonement
• Trace the theme of perseverance through the letter to the Hebrews

KEY IDEAS

• The letter to the Hebrews was written to convince Jews of the supremacy of Christ. 
• Hebrews 2:9 may appear to teach something to the contrary of the doctrine of 

limited atonement, yet it supports this doctrine when understood in context.
• Endurance is the mark of the elect, so when some fully and finally deny the faith, 

it only serves as evidence that they had never believed in the first place.

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.



      

• Why might Jews have found life difficult in the first-century church?

• Have you ever known someone who walked away from the church? How did you 
process your experience?

Scripture Reading

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of 
Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 
through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw 
near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an 
evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession 
of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how 
to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing 
near.

 —Hebrews 10:19–25

• What is the reason for our confidence to draw near to God? What should such a 
confidence promote in us?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Hebrews and Christ 0:00–10:13

• What is one of the primary reasons the letter to the Hebrews was written?

• Why is Hebrews 2:9 difficult to interpret?

• What does the larger context of Hebrews 2:9 reveal about the identity of 
“everyone”?

The Call to Persevere 10:13–23:56

• How are the elect identified in this world, according to Hebrews 3:6?



  

• How do we know that our salvation is secure, according to Hebrews 6:20? 

• How does the author of Hebrews describe Jesus in a way that teaches that faith 
is ultimately a gift that He gives us?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.
• What is the purpose of the cross in terms of God’s purpose of election?

 

• When someone walks away from the church, do they lose their salvation? Why 
or why not?

 

• The book of Hebrews contains many “warning passages” that on the surface 
appear to challenge the doctrine of perseverance. Now that Dr. Lawson has dem-
onstrated this doctrine from Hebrews, how should you approach such passages? 

 

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 



      

• Praise God for the supremacy of Jesus Christ, our one and only Savior. 
• Confess any sin that you have excused on the basis of your assurance of salvation.
• Thank God for the certainty that Jesus Christ will perfect and sustain your faith.
• Ask God to work repentance and faith in the hearts of those you love who are far 

off from Christ.

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


