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Grace in Providence

INTRODUCTION

God’s electing love for us in eternity meets us in the providence of history. For all 
those whom God elects in eternity, He calls, regenerates, justifies, and sanctifies in 
real time and space. In the last lecture, we studied the doctrines of sovereign election 
and definite atonement in Romans. In this lecture, Dr. Lawson surveys the doctrines 
of irresistible grace and the perseverance of the saints, showing us how God’s eternal 
love extends throughout all of life.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Identify where the doctrine of irresistible grace is taught in Romans
• Identify where the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints is taught in Romans 
• Answer common objections against the doctrine of perseverance using Scripture

KEY IDEAS

• The internal call of God by the Holy Spirit never goes unanswered because God’s 
sovereign choice and His effectual call are inseparably linked together.

• Just as those that God elects are effectually called by His grace, so those who 
exercise faith by His grace persevere in that faith to glory.

• Nothing can separate a Christian from the love of God in Christ, a glorious truth 
that should shape the way Christians understand and endure suffering and 
persecution.



      

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.
• After studying the doctrines of total depravity, unconditional election, and lim-

ited atonement in Romans, what is your impression of the book’s treatment of 
these doctrines? Does it stand out among the other books of the Bible?

• Why do people commonly object to a phrase like “once saved, always saved”? 
Could any of these objections ever be valid?

Scripture Reading

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we 
know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until 
now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 
what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

—Romans 8:18–25

• How does this passage teach us to think about suffering? What should be our 
prevailing attitude when we suffer?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Called to Life 0:00–11:25

• “Including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ” (Rom. 1:6). What does 
“called” refer to in this greeting of Paul to the Romans?



  

• How is the golden chain of salvation in Romans 8:30 categorized in terms of 
time?

• How does the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints imply more than such 
phrases as “once saved, always saved”?

Called to Hope 11:25–23:05

• If someone leaves the church or walks away from the faith, what becomes evi-
dent regarding his faith?

• How is Christ’s love almost always presented in the Bible?

• What does “hope” mean in Romans 5:2? What is the substance of our hope?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.
• How does the presence of calling in the golden chain of Romans 8:30 evidence 

that God’s call is effectual? 

 

• What is the tense of the verb “to glorify” in Romans 8:30? Why is this significant?

 



      

• Two significant passages in this lecture dealt with the proper Christian response 
to suffering: Romans 5:1–5 and 8:31–37. What are your typical responses to suffer-
ing? What do these passages teach you about suffering as a Christian?

 

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for a salvation that truly brings Him all the glory. 
• Confess your lack of trust in the face of suffering despite your knowledge of the 

character of God.
• Thank God for the encouragement of Scripture and the empowerment of the 

Holy Spirit.
• Ask God to increase your faith, that you would rejoice even in your sufferings.

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


