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Acts & the Apostle Peter

INTRODUCTION

The Apostle Peter plays a significant role in the book of Acts, which should be no sur-
prise considering his prominent role in the Gospels. In this lecture, Dr. Lawson takes 
a closer look at Peter’s sermons on the day of Pentecost and throughout the book of 
Acts. This narrowed focus on the sermons of the Apostle provides a logical transition 
into the writings of the Apostle, as Dr. Lawson moves in this lecture into a study of 
the doctrines of grace in 1 and 2 Peter. 

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Recognize the emphasis Peter places on the sovereignty of God in various evan-
gelistic settings in the book of Acts

• Identify the doctrines of total depravity and unconditional election in 1 Peter

KEY IDEAS

• The Apostle Peter does not hold back from teaching the doctrines of grace, even 
when surrounded by opposition and unbelief. 

• Repentance and faith are both gifts from the Lord Jesus Christ, such that we can-
not exercise one without the other, with both being united in our conversion.

• In the Christian life, we no longer stray from the Lord but evidence our elec-
tion through the pursuit of holiness and the rejection of our former lives of 
depravity.



  

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.
• How do you judge the quality of a sermon?

• What was the most memorable sermon you have ever heard? What was it about?

• In what respects is your life different from the one you lived before knowing 
Christ?

Scripture Reading

Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our 
own power or piety we have made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered 
over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. But you 
denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and 
you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 
And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, 
and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence 
of you all.

 —Acts 3:12–16

• In this sermon by the Apostle Peter, how can a case be made for the doctrine of 
total depravity?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

Peter’s Sermons 0:00–10:25

• Why shouldn’t we be surprised that Peter preached the doctrines of grace?



       

• How does Dr. Lawson define the following terms from Peter’s sermon on the day 
of Pentecost?

 Predetermined:

 Plan:

 Foreknowledge:

• What language in Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost teaches the doctrine of 
irresistible grace and election?

Peter’s Writings 10:25–24:49

• What is the twofold meaning of “darkness” in 1 Peter 2:19?

• What is the reason Dr. Lawson gives for our confidence in the inspiration of the 
Bible?

• What is one way that we can identify the elect of God?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.
• Read Peter’s sermon at Pentecost in Acts 2:14–36. What do you consider to be the 

most remarkable element about Peter’s sermon?

 



  

• From what you know about Peter’s life from the Gospels, how would you 
characterize him? Are the accounts of his ministry in Acts in accord with his 
personality?

 

• How does Peter describe what life without Christ can look like in 1 Peter 4:3–4?

 

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for continuing to save people through the preaching of His Word. 
• Confess your lack of diligence when hearing the Word of God preached and your 

forgetfulness to prepare and examine your heart before it.
• Thank God for calling you out of darkness and giving you true knowledge, a 

desire to please Him, and a yearning to know Him as He is revealed in Scripture.
• Ask God to strengthen your pastor for faithfulness in his work. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 


