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Man’s Sin in the Synoptics

INTRODUCTION

The Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—contain parallel teachings of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As the sum and substance of the doctrines of grace, 
Jesus is the greatest expositor of the doctrines of grace ever to have lived. In this 
lecture, Dr. Lawson looks at Jesus’ teaching on the doctrine of total depravity in the 
Synoptic Gospels by focusing on the book of Matthew.

LEARNING GOALS

When you have finished this lesson, you should be able to:

• Understand the significance of Jesus’ teaching in the Synoptic Gospels
• Describe the main emphasis of Jesus’ teaching about total depravity

KEY IDEAS

• Jesus is the greatest expositor of the doctrines of grace, as will be demonstrated 
by His teaching in the Synoptic Gospels.

• The effects of total depravity are far reaching, even distorting people’s percep-
tion of their relationship with God, leading to the belief that they enjoy a right 
standing before God.

• The heart of the human problem is the problem of the human heart, thus making 
righteousness not merely a matter of outward religious conformity.

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the Video

What Do You Think?

Take a moment to answer the following questions. They will prepare you for the 
lecture.



      

• What is your favorite teaching or saying of Jesus recorded in the Gospels? 

• Why do you anticipate finding the doctrines of grace in the teachings of Jesus?

Scripture Reading

And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. 
So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted 
with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, those having seizures, and 
paralytics, and he healed them. And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the 
Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.

 —Matthew 4:23–25

• What type of works characterized Jesus’ ministry? What did these works 
indicate?

During the Video

Answer the following questions while you watch the video. They will guide you 
through the lecture.

The Greatest Teacher 0:00–12:42

• What is Jesus’ first statement about in the Sermon of the Mount? What is this 
statement?

• How does Dr. Lawson describe the word Jesus uses for the poor? What is it 
intended to convey?

• What is Jesus doing when He says, “But I say to you,” in the Sermon on the 
Mount? What is He not doing?

• If people do not understand that obedience and sin is a matter of the heart, what 
are they in jeopardy of becoming?



  

The Real Problem 12:42–24:29

• What is Jesus primarily dealing with when He addresses sins of the tongue?

• “It is easier for a camel to go through an eye of a needle than for a rich person to 
enter the kingdom of God.” What does Jesus mean by this illustration?

After the Video

Answer the following questions after you have finished the lecture. They will help 
you identify and summarize the major points.
• What does it mean to be poor in spirit?

 

• In this lecture, Dr. Lawson taught that the reach of total depravity can even 
extend over someone’s perception of their relationship with God. Do you find 
this to be true of your life before you were a Christian? How do you know that 
your relationship with God is genuine now? 

 

• From the examples in this lecture, what has Jesus called or compared the Phari-
sees to?

 



      

PRAYER

Commit what you have learned from God’s Word in this lesson to prayer. 

• Praise God for the wisdom and blessings of the incarnation of the Son.
• Confess any areas where you practice external religion devoid of the heart. 
• Thank God for His life-giving Spirit that has given you a true love for God.
• Ask God to confirm His work in you through your works of heartfelt obedience.

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 


